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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
4.30 o’clock p.m.

Prayers,

REPORT—STANDING ORDERS RE-
VISION.

Mr. SPEAKER : I have to present
the report of the Standing Orders Comn-
mittee, made in accordance with a reso-
Intion passed during last session. Copies
will be placed before members. If mem-
bers desire the report to be read now,
this will be done ; but perhaps it will
be more convenient for them to have i
in the printed form.

Report presented, and the considera-
, tion ordered for the next Tuesday.

QUESTION—MINING ACCIDENTS.

Mr. BATH asked the Minister for
Mines : 1, Has his attention been drawn
to lhe number of accidents and fatalities
oceurring on the goldfields through falls
of ground? 2, If so, has any special re-
port from mining inspectors been ecalled
for on this matter, or 3, Has any other
action been taken %

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied : 1, Yes; the total accidents re-

sulting from falls of ground for 1905
and 1906 were :—1905 : fatal, 12 ; ser-
ious, 61 ; 1906 : fatal, 17 ; serious, 81 ;
1907 : fatal, 7 ; serious, 28. (Reported
to date.) Of the “serious” accidents,
only eight were attended with severe
bodily injuries, the others being slighter
injuries disabling the sufferer from work-
ing for more than 14 days, but usually not
more than a month. 'The rate for the
present year is about the average of
1905 and 1906 as regards fatal accidents,
and better than either as regards serious
ones. 2, A special report has been
called for from the Inspector of Mines at
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Kalgoorlie relative to two fatal acei-
dents from falls of ground reported on
13th inst. ; but in all cases the inspec-
tors investigate and report fully upon
every individual accident, and there has
been no reason to believe, in the
great majority of the cases, that the mis-
haps had been due to want of proper
care 1n carrying out the work, or that
any farther precantions could reasonably
have been insisted upon whichwould have
prevented the accidents. In two recent
eases where some negligence appeared o
bave been shown, the persons alleged to
be at fault were proseeuted by the In-
spector of Mines.

QUESTION—GOVERNMENT PRINT-
ING OFFICE, OVERTIME.

Mr. BATH asked the Colonial Treas-
urer : 1, Is it a fact that machine opera-
tors and bhand compositors have been
working overtime at the Government
Printing Office, while a number of com-
positors (many of whom are married)
who were recently retrenched after long
service on the plea of scareity of work,
are at the present time out of employ-
nent 7 2, Will the Minister endeavour to
see that these men are given a chance for
any work poing, rather than econtinue
working overtime 1 3, Is there any like-
lihood of employment being given to
those employees who were recently re-
trenched ?

The TREASURER  replied: 1,
Owing to the exceptional size of last
week’s Hangard it was necessary to work
overtime on the linotype machines on
three oceasions. Only the men dealing
with linotype matter were working, and
no hand composition was done. 2, Yes,
where possible. 3, This depends en-
tirely upon the quantity and urgeney
of the work which may come in.

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS.
As to an Interjection.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory) : Before we proceed with
the business of the House, I would like
to refer to an interjection which was
made last night by an hon. member.
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Mr. C. A. HUDSON (Dundas) : I
desire to make a personal explanation.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member for
Dundas spoke to me a moment ago, and
said e intended to make an explanation;
so he had better proceed.

Mr. HUDSON : In the report of last
night’s proceedings which appears to-day
in the Morning Herald—poor Morning
Herald—the following words oceur :—

At Phillips River this year about
£13,000 was spent in the matter of
water supply for the Ravensthorpe
district.

Mr. Hudson : What did you get
out of the smelters ?

The Minister for
do you mean ?

Mr. Hudson :
on 1 (Laughter.) )

The Minister for Mines, as I under-
stand, takes eseeption to that interjec-
tion, and imports inte the words a
meaning which T did not intend to con-
vey. I feel quite sure that his interpre-
tation of my words is not warranted,
and is due entirely to his hypersensitive
disposition. I do not intend to with-
draw or to apologise, but the Minister
baving taken such a view of my remark,
I think it is due to him and to me that
I should repudiate any suggestion of eor-
ruption or dishonesty on the part of the
Minister. I do not think there was any;
I did not intend to convey any such sug-
gestion. Bub I do say, if there was any
suggestion 1n my interjection it was a
suggestion of ineapacity, and as a sug-
gestion of ineapacity it was amply and
abundanptly justified.

Mines : What

I mean—0Qh, go

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): When I rose just now I
wished fo get some explanation from the
hon. member regarding his interjection
to me last night. I was speaking of the
efforts of the Mines Department fo as-
sist the mining industry, and was point-
ing ont the amount expended in the
Ravensthorpe distriet; when the hon.
member interjected, “What-did you get
out of the smelter?’ 1 asked the hon.
member what he meant.

Mr. Ware: He meant, what did you
get as Minister for Mines. .

[ASSEMBLY.)
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My, Hudson : Have I not made the
amende honorable, on your suggestion ?

The MINISTER: I am sure mem-
bers will be pleased to treat me fairlyin
this matter, becanse a wrong mmpression
can be and is being created. On the
last oceasion when I visited Leonora, a
statement was being cirenlated through-
out that field that, on aeccount of the
large interests I had at Ravensthorpe, I
had po intention of again contesting an
Eastern Goldfields seat. I never had,
nor have I, direetly or indivectly, three-
pence worth of interest in that field;
nor bave I any intention of having the
fractional portion of an interest in any
mining or land venture, or venture of
any deseription, in the whole of that
field. I wish that to be made clear and
explicit. Here is a qguestion asked by
the hon. member opposite, * What did
you get out of the smelter?”

Mr. Hudson : Meaning, what did the
Government get ¢

The MINISTER: I want that made
clear.

My, Hudson: 1 have made it elear.
What more do you want?

The MINISTER: If the hon, member
wishes to make it clear that he referred
te my department, and wished to koow
what the Government got out of the
smelter, well and good ; but I do not
want any insinuation thrown oub broad-
cast,

Afr. Hudson: 1 made no insinuation.
I have explained my position; and if
you are not satisfied, yon are not a
gentleman.

DEBATE — ADDRESS-IN-REPIY.
Seventh Day.

Resnmed from the previous day.

Mr. A. A, HORAN (Yilgarn): I
shall not begin by congratulating one
side or the other, as most previous
speakers have done; but I think the
country ean be congratulated on the fact
that it has borne up so well under ad-
verse conditions, and in that connection
I do not think there is much necessity for
such an outery becanse this State has
a slight deficit. Too much notice has
been taken of that in the Press, and it
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Tlias been the subject of too much talk
and attention on every side. The deficii
35 small, and in any case 1 fail to see
where, so far as the Government are
concerned, there is anything in the na-
ture of a real deficit. There cannot be
a deficit, except as a matter of hook-
keeping; for the State must pay its ae-
counts and it wages bills, the State must
pay its way; and the fact that we are
£200,000 behind is surely not a sufficient
ground for so lond an outery about the
«lepression. At the same time, the faet
that we weve slightly behind should bhave
warned the Govérnment to seek some
other method of obtaining necessary
funds when the attempt to impose a land
tax proved abhortive; and I think the
veadiest method and the simplest would
be the imposition of higher wharfage
rates. That did not require the approval
of Parliament, but could be done by
executive authority; and I find that dur-
ing last vear asmall increase of a shilling
per ton all round would have added
£31.430 to our revenue.

The Premier: The rate has been
-doubled in the last four months.

Mr, Angwin: On some goods it is six
shillings.

Ar. HORAN: Yes; and very impro-
perly too. What T advocate is a shilling
additional ali round. You have imposed a
three-shilling rate on tobaceo, spirits, and

other poods, which imposition is to
my mind utterty illegal. T you are

aliowed to put a tbree-shilling rate on
tobacco and spirits, you straightway go
behind the back of the Federal Govern-
ment and practieally impose a higher pro-
tective tariff than the Commonwealth have
imposed. T notice there were 629,000
tong huported and exported last year
over the Fremantle wharves and the
smal! impost of a shilling would have
siven ns £31430.  That shilling per ton
conld not have been passed on to the
working wan or to consumers generally;
it was sosmall that the importers and the
merchants would have to pay for ii,
[Mr. Angwin : Thal has been imposed.]
Excuse e, show me how it has heen im-
pnsed. .\ few incereases have heen made
on certain roods,  [Mr. Augwin: This
vear ihe raies have been donbled.]  Well,
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add another shilling to them. The large
shipments of cattle pay, I {hink, vuly 1s.
9d. a head, and we had 182,168 head
landed at Fremantle doring 1906, and
2055 exported, making a total of 184,233,
We know the large profits made by the
meat ring; and surely the imposition of
25, per head on these live stock would
have been justified in the eircumstances,
to bridge over a temporary difficulty.
That rate would have produced £18,422,
or a toial for the year of £49.872, prac-
tically £50,000; and this could have been
done without refevence to the Upper
Chamber or even to this Assembly. The
impost would never have been felt, and
eonld have heen removed as oecasion de-
manded when the land tax was hrought
into operation. I have a word or two to
say of the proposals of the Minister for
Mines, thongh I must admit that the
straightforward fashion in which he last
night ancounced his proposals regarding
labour conditions practieally prevents
any farther erviticism until the Leader of
the Opposilion (Mr. Bath) and the Mini-
ster come to ferms, and suggest to the
House the best method to follow. Bab I
look with suspicion on that proposition
to do away with the labour conditions.
On a recent trip across the Bight Mr.
Hoover tried to drum into my head for a
couple of howrs the neecessity for wiping
out the labour conditions, but T was not
convinced by him. If the Minister for
Mines wishes to assist the small pro-
spector he must do so in another way,
by the removal of impositiens which
exist at the present time. The Minister's
proposals may operate henefically in my
district where there are many mines n
the hands of small owners. The tendency
to shepherd will be pronounced if the
labour conditions arve removed, and I
see no reason to alter the opinion which
I have held, and that is utterly hostile
to the removal of the labour conditions.
On the question of the freezing works,
T am surprised the Government have
heenn so solicitous for the welfare of the
people of the North-West. Thaveinmy
mind’s ¢ve many oecasions when matters
of far more importance have come up for
eonsideration, and the Government did
ot take =0 rapid action as they propuse
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to de in this matter. It seems to wme if
the Government propose to do this theve
is no reason why they should not take a
larger interest in -the shape of shares,
so that they will have a controlling in-
terest. They might do as Disraeli did in
connection with the Suvez Canal. They
could buy £36,000 or £40,000 worth of
shares in the scheme, so that they could
see that justice was done to the small
property holder and pastoralist. In
Queensland when the necessity arose
for the establishment of freezing
works the Government went about
the matter in a different way.
For four years before the freezing works
were established they imposed a tax on
the persons who would benefit ; they im-
posed a tax of 15s. per hundred eon
horned ecattle and eighteenpence per
hundred on sheep. This tax was ecol-
lected for four or five years by the Gov-
ernment, and this money was loaned out
to the different establishments in the
different parts of the country. That in
turn was repaid to the Governmenf and
the Government were able to pay it back
to the original taxpayers. That was an
excellent system in theory and it worked
eut well, notwithstanding that for the
first four or five vears an amount of
£97,000 was loaned in Queensland and
only about £5,000 was returned. That
was for the first fonur or five years ; now
things are on a better footing and the tax
is paid by the persons who benefit, and
repaid hack fo them. If we desire works
to be established here there is no reason
why some similar system should not
he followed. T cannot satisfy inyself
that the wealthiest men in the country
should receive Government assistanee in
a matter of this sort. I do not think so
far as the country is eoncerned we would
guffer much if there were a monopoly ;
it would not affect the southern portion
of the State if a monopoly existed up
North, only the export trade would be
affected by it. The export trade in New
Yealand amounted to £2,500,000 last
vear, hut they did not employ a hoge
number of men after all, only about 2,500.
Tf such a system was brought satisfae-
torily into operation in the North-West
it would do good, but T do not favour the
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Government loaning £30,000 i the way
now proposed. As to the wages hoards,
I do not think some members need be
apprehensive about the spirit of union-
ism being affected by a more liberal
system in the Arbitration Court. While
in Victoria T made a close study of the
wages hoards there, and T had interviews
with Mr. Bromley and Dr. Bride in re-
ference to the wages board there. These
geutlemen have had very lengthy expe-
rience, and I think it would be advanta-
geous to this State to introduce the best
points of the wages boards of Vietoria
and also eliminate the worst portions of
our Arbitration Comrt here. Perhaps
we may simplify our objection to the
Arbitration Court, and it is this. We
expect the Labour representative on one
side and the capitalistic representative
on the other side to be experts in every
trade under the sun. It would be better
to have the representative of labonr talk
acrosg the table with the represeniative
of eapital, and they wonld come to a
hetter understanding, but at present
we cannot expeet these representatives to
be other than blindly predjudiced in
many cases. In the Arbitration Cowrt
we have only two experts, but in Vietoria
they have from three to five experts in
conneetion with the wages boards. It
does away with the injurious element
that the Awrbitration Court gives rise to,
that is that witnesses have to be sworm
and give evidence, and they, so to speak,
put their backs against the wall and fight
for their lives, and say many strange
things and perlaps many things incon-
sistent with facts at the time. [Mr.
Daglish : Is that through being sworn %]
They go to extremes which do not alter
the case, and which would be more satis-
factorily settled if both sides sat across
the table and reasoned the wmatter out.
If the wages hoards are introduced here,
or some portion. and incorporated with
the least objectionable portions of our
Arbitration Aect, we shall have a much
better system. I am pleased the Min-
ister for Mines in a recent tvip to Pil-
barra endorsed opinions expressed hefore
in the House. I would like, before he
calls for tenders for the railway, for him
to give fuller consideration in providing
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n different kind of sleeper to  those
generally in use. I am anxious

to see the jarrah sleepers used as much
as possible ; still it may be necessary to
use steel sieepers in this instance; there-’
fore the Minister should hear that
in mind before calling for tenders. I
cannot agree with the proposition to ex-
tend the railway to Point Sampson : it
would be a gross waste of money. The
tramway provides all the necessities at
the present time so far as ihe town of
Roebourne is coneerned, and the exten-
sign would mean a waste of money, It
cost £24,000 to lay the Roebourne-Cos-
sack tramway down and the Govern-
ment have lost on it every year since,
in all £20,000. It stands in the books
of the State as a loss of £44,000. When
I was there last I made some recom-
mendations to the Government of the
day that the tramway should be leased
1o some firm—Dalgety made an offer,
and I may be in opposition to some of
my brother members in this matter—for
we lose on it every vear and if it were
leased to a loeal firm it would be of
henefit to the people there and avoid a
continual loss to the country. I would
like to place on record one matter, I do
not suppose it will go farther now, but
4 deputation. when I was in Southern
‘Crogs some months ago, waited on me
and asked me to hring before the Gov-
ernment the necessity for bhuilding a
railway from Ravensthorpe to SBouthern
Cross. The matter has move to com-
mend it than at brsi sight may appear.
The distance is abhout the same as the
other proposition from Ravensthorpe to
Rroome Hill and in the vieinity of the
proposed Tailway there is auriferous
country. At Pavker's Range a number
of men are turping out three ounces to
the ton. There are the Marvel Loch and
the Jaeoletti mines. and in a short fime
we may expect to xee some 300 or more
men on the fiell. That is borne out by
the faet that in the report of the Labour
Bureau published for the current year
the warden of Yilzarn veports that there
is not a sufficient wamber of winers fo
be found to work on the fleld. There
never has, he savs. heen quite enough
Inbour for mining purposes. That is
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a pleasing communication on the con-
dition of things in that portion of the
world. There is ancther railway pro-
position I would like to urge on the Pre-
mier. 1 would urge an extension of the
Widgemooltha line to Higginsville,
about 20 miles. At present the railway
terminates at Widgemooltha, and it is
very probable that, instead of loading
up at Widgemooltha for Higginsville,
the goods will he carried dirvect from
Coolgardie. I urge the necessity of the
extension being made as soon as Widge-
mooltha is reached, allowing the exten-
sion to Norsewan, though of cowrse I
shall be anxious to have the railway con-
struction right fo Norseman, to stand
until later. I would also urge the ne-
cessity of making plenty of reservations
in the timber areas, s¢ that companies like
the Kurrawang Company and other con-
cerns will not have a monopoly, and so
that the small person may put a siding
in and compete for the market on the
goldfields as well as the other com-
panies. I noticed in the papers yester-
day that there is a propesition to in-
ercase the detective staff to wateh gold
stealing on the goldfields. 1 think the
House will agree gencrully with the re-
marks made by the member for Ivaulos
last night that protection of life should
come first and the protection of property
second. TUntil there is a sulliciently
large number of mining inspectors ap-
puinted to wateh the working of mines
and to protect the lives of miners, I do
not consider that any Government funds
should be expended in watehing gold
stealing. In any case, T am of opinton
that at least nine-tenths of the cost of
this proposed detective force should be
paid bythe mining companies themselves.
While stealing in any form is eontrary to
the law, this is a particular phase of
stealing that does net eall for the
intervention of the State as other steal-
ing would do. We have recently had a
lot of eriticisn about the railways. We
had it in the other Chamber and also in
this House. 1 would not refer to it but
for the faet that it is an opportune time
perhaps to make a few remarks. I ob-
serve that in a debate in the other place
a well known gentleman i ihe town (M.
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Chinn) and his reports were counmended
and spoken very highly of by the Hon.
Mr. Moss, and it was plainly said that
at least three commissioners should be
appointed and that My, Chinn should be
one of them. If it is the intention of
the Government to appeint Mv, Chiun,
an estimable genfleman no doubt, as one
ot the commissioners, I would recommend
them to employ bhim straight away as
junior elerk, so that he would learn
something about his business. It might
stimulate the interest and anxiety of
some of my fellow-members for the gold-
fields to notiee that when Mr., Moss was
speaking he eommented very strongly on
the splendid traffic we had to Kalgoorlie
and said that Kalgoorlie people should
be made to pay for it. He says, “We
have a large consuming population on
the goldfields” (quoting from the Han-
sarrd report) —— :

Mr. SPEAXER: I must draw the at-
tention of the hon. member to the Stand-
ing Order.

Mr. HORAN: I observed that Mr.
Mass states (hat a larger amount of
profit should be made out of the traffic
to the geoldfields. The people on the
goldfields have consideved, righily so, all
along that they have been very harshly
treated and that the advantages have all
been on the side of the coasial distrisis.
M. Moss considers that a higher tariff
should be placed on Kalgoorlie beeause
it is isolated and compelied fo get all its
produce and supplies by rail. [Hrn
Fddy: 1t is the only system that is pay-
ing.] That is so. I do not wish te go
into unnecessary figures, but I will clear
the atmosphere so far as the eriticism
that has appeared in the newspapers is
concerned. T may just as well start to
prove by juggling with figures that cur
railways are the most profitable in the
whole world. T could very well do it
I might do this, at any rate—show that
so far as our railways are coneerned,
we are earning £4 6s. 8d. for every £100
expended on them. whereas In Queens-
land, so much under notice, they only
earn £3 2s. 10d. In the cirenmstances,
onr rallways are paving far better than
ihe  Queenstand railways. Members
should not be misled by the extraordinary
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conglomeration of figures that have ap-
peared from rime to time in the news-
papers lately from the pen of Muv. Chinn.
His object is ecertainly a very worthy
one and he deserves every credit for it,
hut while 1 was in Queensland I saw
some of fhe communicaticns received
from Mr. Chinn. He simply asked
straight out guestions and of course got
straight ont replies. Nn one was more
amused than My, Thallon, the Queens-
land Commissioner of Railways, at ike
absurd deduetions Mr. Chinn drew from
those fignres. For instance I remember
one question 1 saw on Mr. Thallon’s file.
Tt was “How many elerks are employed
in the Chief Accountant’s Qffice?’ Mr.
Thallon replied “Fourteen.”” Mr. Chinn
immediately compares that with the Chief’
Accountant’s Uthiee in Western Australia
where there are 101 employed, and of
conrse he draws deductions at onee high-
ly inimieal to the profitable working of
out railways. But what ave the facts?
While the Chief Accountant’s QOffice in
Queensland is simply a record office,
there is an office where all the account-
aney of the Loco. Departient is done,
and there is un offiece where all the ac-
countancy of the' Way and Works De-
partment and Permanent Way is done.
Here in Western Australia the whole of
the work is done under one hend. There-
fore there are three staffs in Queensland
as against one here. S¢ we see these
absurd deductions are not warranted, be-
cause the full facts were not known. Again
in eonnection with accountaney Mr. Chinn
draws an extraordinary deduction that
because there are twice as many miles of
railway in Queensland as here, there-
fore cur expendifure should be only half
as much as that of Queenland. Tt must
appeal to anybody with a moment’s
thought that the question of mileage does
not in any sense govern the amount of
accountancy work for which the stafl is
employed. To put it plainly, suppose
there was 100 miles of track and a station
at each end, and then another 100 miles of
track with stations 10 miles apart. There
would be ten times as much accountancy
work in the one place as in  the
other. These conelusions are only
drawn  on  limiled evidence by a
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hand i railway  work.
Anyone looking at the railway map
of  Queensland and  comparing it
with the railway map of Western Aus-
tralia will see at o glaoee the wonderful
difference in the iwo countries from a
railway point of view. Queensland has
thought so mueh of the caitle and wool
traffic i{hat in the railway map it is
deemed of greater importance than popu-
latiom 1itself ; and instead of showing the
population of the towns, the map goes
into every square degree and shows the
number of eattle and sheep to be found
in that wvast colony. The traffic in
Queengland in live stock and wool is the
nmost profitable to engage in—four times
more profitable than any other kind of
traftic, and it forms the baeckbone of the
revenue there.  3Mr. Thallon was goad
encugh to say at once when T spoke to
him that the reason for the cheaper rail-
way administration in Queensland was
the faet that they have a return traffie,
whereas oun the other band we have none
here. QOur railways convey supplies to
the goldfields—there is practically no
machinery going there now worth speak-
ing of-—and the waggons have to come
back empty ; therefore the conelusions
drawn by Mr. Chine arve utterly heside
the questton.  Every railway manager
must  recoznise that the most profit-
able kind of traffic to deal with is wunel,
which is the handiest and whieh pays the
highest eharges, and seeondly when you
have return traflie in every direction,
needless to say vour costs come down
enormously, At the same time there
are some phases of railway administra-
tiom here that 1 think might eommand the
atiention of this House. Though Mr.
(ieorge is gone and officially dead, still T
helieve Lie will have a resurrection on the
Opposition benches some of these days,
amd in sueh case we will probably hear
from him; but there is one thing I would
urge upon the Government, and that is
the waintenance of a continnous depart-
mental policy, The country will find it
expensive to have frequent changes in
management. If we change our mana-
wers from time to time, no sooner does
one come in than he disapproves of
what the previeus manager has done and
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puts the eountry to great expense in re-
modelling the whole of the works. 3l
George has done zoud work, I will sax
that for him ; he has reduced the ecost
from the time he took olfice nntil he left,
and there is no guestion but that he has
done very many bheneficial things for the
staff and for the people of the country.
So far as the permanent way is eon-
cerned, I max sav that it is absolutely
the best in the whole of the Australian
Siates.  When T was in Queensland [
was in the Roma Street railway yard
with a high offiicial, and T could kick off
ends of the sleepers, they were so de-
cayed ; they were half rounded and just
adzed on the top. Some of the alfice
buildings in the principal stations in
Brishane were in such a state that if
similar  eonditions  existed in Western
Australia the Beard of Health would
have prosecuted the Comissioner and all
his staff. My objeet is to draw attention
to the necessity for some continuity in
policy bhere, and I am geing to prove it
by a few examples, Some years ago the
railway management thouglt fit to build
barracks at Wagin—elaborate barracks—
and at Northam and Southern Cross, and
the engine men and guards were stabled
al them every night or every day as the
case may he before taking the return
trip.  Then this work was remodelled
and Wagin was thrown out of use and’
Northam practically ont of use, and sub-
sequently the barracks at Southern Cross
also were thrown out of use. There had
been a large expenditure of money on
these buildings, they were elaboraiely
constructed with bath rooms and dormi-
tories, hut they are practically useless
now and the eountry has had to pay.
At the time the eight hours principle was
introduced on the railways Mr. George
decided to econstruet a set of barracks
at Karalee and Merredin, and shifted the-
men from Southern Cross. I raised the-
question last Parliament and got very
little satisfaction. It was as a surprise
to the old town to have a couple of hun-
dred men removed and sent out into the:
desert with their wives and children;:
children that were attending sehool at
Southern Cross. Mr., George's conten-
tton was that the eight hows principle
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having been introduced it compelled him
‘to recognise that the day of 24 hours
should be divided into three sections. 1
think that when Parliament approved of
the principle it only meant that 48 hours
was to eonstitute a week’s work and not
necessarily that each man was to work
weight hours a day, and consequently I
believe that 1t was a spirit of vindietive-
ness that influenced Mr. George in shift-
ing the men from Southern Cross and
sending them out into the desert at
Karalee on one side and Merredin on
the other. T showed last session that
the engines were to be pooled. At the
instigation of the Railway Department
:a report from America was vead in this
House showing that the pooling of en-
wines was a commeon practice there; but
it is recognised in America that locomo-
“tives are only worked for a certain time
.at high pressure and then thrown on the
_serap heap and new ones obiained. En-
gines in Australia are not manipulated
in that way. It has always been shown
as the resalt of long experience that a
man having his own engine {akes great
cave of it and treats it as his own prop-
erty. It is not the case here, and can-
not be when one engine is used hy as
many as six sets of men from the time
"it leaves Northam for Kalgoorlie wntil it
gets back again. I am told by drivers
‘that the engines are getting into very
great disrepair, and that in faet very
few of them arve fit for the road. It is
not to be wondered at therefore that so
large a sum as £86,000 is set down for
repairs for engines; and the necessity
for these repairs can be attributed to
the facts I have imentioned. I appeal
to the Minister for Railways to go into
ihe -whole matter again with the present
allininistrator of the railways, and see if
the system adopted elsewhere eannof he
hrought into existence here. With re-
ward to the barracks to which I have
referred, I nnderstand that the depart-
ment are now sorry that they ever put
them in those places ; Mr. George him-
self almost admitted as mueh fo me on
one ogeasion. It will be in the interests
of the department that the wen should
.o back and take up the qunarters at
“Southern Cross, The other barracks
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are ouly temporary and can he utilised
and distributed in vavious paris of the
country where they are required. There
is a large number of buildings and cot-
tages at Southern Cross, and these have
heen empty since the echanges were made;
but if the men return, farther revenue
will be received by the Treasury. I will
refer to another ease of questionable ex-
penditure which shows the necessity for
someone being permanently in charge of
the railways. Some time back there
were constructed about 16 sidings between
Northam and Kalgoorlie. Shortly after-
wards a heavier type of engine was
brought into operation, and it was de-
euded not to use these sidings for train
crossings;  consequently 11 of these
sidings are now useless and 15 of
them are not being utilised as erossing
stations. This is a elear ease of the ex-
pendifure of money whieh is not justifi-
able. Had the Engineering Department
at the dme knowa that a heavier type of
lveomolive was being built, those sidings
would not have been constructed. Again,
there is the duplication of the line to
Armadale. That was approved, I be-
lieve, by the Rason Government. FEither
he or the heads of his departiments
showld have known that the esnstruction
of the Jandakot line would divert a Luge
amount of traffic v Fremantle, and
therefore that the duplication to Arma-
dale would have heen uunecessary. Had
this work not been construeted a saving
of £40,000 would have heen effected. If
there were continnity of poliey right
through there would be none of the
bungling that has taken place, and wany
works whieh subsequently proved to be
useless would never have heen under-
taken. The permanent way is in a very
high state ; but I question if it wonld
not be better to do as elsewhere and
make it bear a relationship to the
revenue obtained from the varvious lines.
I do not think it necessary to have the
permanent way perfeet except on the
main lines, and great economies might
he effected in the reduction of expenses
in the maintenance of these lines, which
need not be placed in sueh a very high
standard. A large reduetion should take
place not in the staff but in the awmount
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expended in re-sleeperiog mnd re-laying
of the lines. Re-sleepering has heen
undertaken io an extent that would not
be tolerated or warranted in any other
country. I desire to speak in the very
highest way of Mr. Darinall, the Engi-
neer for Existing Lines, who is a very
capable officer ; but I think the time
has arrived when, on aceount of his
valuable services to the State, in the
past, he might be given a rest and
someoune younger, mnore vigorous, and
with  more up-to-date methods be
appointed to his position. He would
be able to keep the permanent way in
a safe condition at a less eost. Mr.
Dartnall is afraid to take the slightest
risk. For instance, if a pair of axles
carrving 9% tons have to run over rails
which aceording to the stipulated formula
should bear only 914 tons he would write
to the Commissioner refusing to take any
responsibility in the matter. That places
the Commissioner, or the Minister control-
ling the department, in an awkward posi-
tion, for while the weizht of the axles
is frequently within the margin of safety
the engineering department diselaims all
responsibility. A person who holds a
responsible position must take some risk
on his shoulders now and again. So far
as the runk and file of the department
are concerned, they are not overpaid, and
they certainly have to suffer many dis-
advantages and lave to do objectionable
work unlike other portions of the staff.
Tlere is no deubt about it that economies
can be effected along many lines. In
Queensland they amalgamate the traffic
manager’s position with the engineering.
Certainly thev pay the officer who under-
takes the dual pesition a high salary. At
Townsville he gels £700 a year. He is
called the traffic wmanager, but he is the
engineer as well; he attends to the traffie
and the engineering. That is the case
also in other places in that State. If a
shinilar conrse were adopted here it would
be a step in the right direction, and would
do away with a great deal of the eorres-
pondence that has grown to such dimen-
gions in the Railway Department. Ti was
owing to this vast inerease in corvespond-
ence that Mre. George vecently had to sug-
gest {he building of a hnge suite of offices
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to accommadare the elerks. If you have
one man in charge of both departments—
and there is no reason why you should
not do so—there would be no necessity
for thiz unlimited correspondence between;
hranches.  The correspondence in the
Raitway Department is out of ail reason.
When 1 was in the office at Kalgoorlie—it
was only a small office—we had 20,000
files aceumulated there in one year.
Each file lield some 10 to 20 letters; and
therefore some half-a-million letters were
written in one year from that office. Ta
itlustrate the methods in operation, I
will give an instance. A weigh-bridpe
had to be shifted from the plaiform at
Kanowna to the goods-sheds. The ma-
chine could have bheen lifted by four men
and been ecarried across in about ten
minutes. The stativnmaster wrote to the
superintendent about the matter, and the
latter communicated with the chief
traffic manager in Perth ; that officer
wrote to the ehief engineer for exist-
ing lines, conveying the request, and
the latter wrote to the resident engin-
eer at Coolgardie and asked him to
do the work ; that officer wrote to
the inspector of the permanent way ask-
g him to move the bridge, and he
wrote to the ganger at Kanowna and
told him to do it. The ganger then wrote
to the inspecior of the permanent way
informing him that the work had been
done; that official conmmunicated with the
resident engineer; the chief engineer for:
existing  lines, in Perth,was communieated
with and he notified the chief traffic mana-
ger; the latter communicated with the dis-
trict superintendent at Kalgoorlie; and
told him that the chief engineer for
existing lines had told him that the work
had heen done and asked him if that
were true.  The distriet superintendent
wrote to the stationmaster at Kanowna
and asked if the statement were corrects
the sitationmaster said “ves”; the superin-
tendent wrote to the chief traffic manager,.
informing him of that reply—and that
elosed the incident. Seventeen letters
were written on that small matter. If
the departments were combined a man
wonld not need to send all these letters,
and the traffic superintendent would be-
able to do evervthing. Most people ean-
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not understand that sueb a state of af-
fairs could exist; but this is the way in
which the departments are yun, and un-
fortunately there is a certain amgant of
liostility hetween the branches. There
should be an amnlgamation of the
distriet officers, I see no reason
why in Geraldton the superintendent

.and the engineer’s office should not be
amalgamated and run the northern line,
the engineer taking on the traffic work;
also at Albany, and perhaps at Bun-
bury, although I am doubtful about the
latter. With regard to some of the re-
sident engineers, there is one at Cool-
gardie. He seldom moves over the road,
but sits in his office and signs letters;
and this as a rule is what all heads of
branches do. The Government are not
justified in eontinwing the present policy,
but should reduce the staff te normal pro-
portions. At present the staft has cer-
tainly grown out of hand, and I think
that Mr. George dwing his time was
anxious to have a large staff—for it was
signifieant that at the funetions which
took place every vear he was always
pleased to vefer to the fact that he had
some six or seven (housand men nnder
his eontrol.  Tvidently, to lLim, this
geemed to indicate the importance of his
pesition, and he was proud of the fact
that so many men were under hiw in the
service. There ave foo many inspectors
in the staff. 'These officials number 46,
and, barring the inspectors on the per-
manent way, a number of them are quite
unnecessary. I hope that the Minister
will see that the head of the department
makes the necessary  veductions therve.
Too many inspectors simply serve to
harass men; and as I have had personal

- experience of this wyself I know what it
weans, [Mr. Belton: Are ihe inspectors
getting inereases?] 1 do ot koow of
that. Again, there are a creat many

- engineers and survevors stationed at the

- different places. I question whether they
are competent; and | know of instances
where the inspectors of the permanent
way have had 1o wo oui and rectify the
work of the survevors. A muunber of
alterations should be made in that branch
of the department. I fdo noi think that
many of {he Jaw-suits that Mr. George
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engaged in were justifiable. He has
shown a liligious spirit during the last
few years; and I advised the last Gov-
ernment with regard to this on more
than one occasion. I have not had wve-
easion to do this to the present Crovern-
ment. Many cases were proceeded with
and cost thousands of pounds in which
the essential wiltnesses were eaither dead
or else were scattered to the four winds
of heaven, The result was that when
the cases were tried without them the
counfry was run into an expenditure of
a very large sum of money. I can well
understand that a sum of £15,000 is set
aside for siationery and printing, seeing
the methods of correspondence whicl ex-
ist in the department and to whieh I
have already referved. There ave also
very many foolish transactions under-
taken in connection with the departiuent,
and cases frequenily occur where as
much as £3 is expended in trying to re-
cover, say, 2d. This surely does not
commend itself as a business proposition.
It is due, however, to the necessities of
the Avdit Aet; and in other countries
where such an Act as ours does not exist
the dealing with such small items as this
can be transacted without undue expendi-
ture—and so it should be in this State.
I am aware that the Audit Aet conpels
ofticers to be very aceurate in all their
statements; but it is eertainly not jusii-
fiable to spend several pounds in recover-
ing so small an amount. The Minister
might also devote his attention to the
Ways and Works Branch, and in this
regard I will give an illustration of how
the work ig earvied ont. In the event of
a pane of glass being broken, say at
Northam, a reporl goey to the vesident
engineer at Cuolgardie. He sends down
an inspector to fake the measurcments
and see what is wanted. The wages of
this inspector are 13s, per day, and it
takes him a day and a half to make {he
trip; consequently, on that nceount the
cost is 224, 6. iz expenses amount to
7s. 64, per day, He rvelurns i Coul-
gardie, measures vut the pane of glass
and sends a man down lo Northawm to
put the pane in.  The wages of that man
are 12« a day. and as he takes a day and
a half to make the trip and his expenses
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amount te 5s, the cost of his visit
fe Northam totals 23s. That makes a
total expense of 34s. for putting in at
Northam a shilling pane of glass. If the
station master at Northam, or in any
other place, were piven the proper
authority, he could go next door, get a
ghazier to put in & pane of glass, and for
ls. ecould have the work done instead
of its costing the ecountry about £3.
Similarly with all small jobs of that kind,
I would urge the Minister to adopt a

system of decentralisation. There is
too muel concentration in the bLead
office, Perth. Combine the funetions

at trafie managers and engineers, call
them traffic managers and give them
power to attend to these loeal matters
without consultation with the head
office.  The superintendents, althoungh
they veeeive £300 or £600 2 year, cannot
spend one penny, eannot without autho-
vity buy even a penny stamp.  This
sgems {o me absued. I believe in fhe
Clinese praverh:—* If von employ a
man do not distrust him, and if you dis-
trust him do net employ him.”” A
superintendent can by eareless manage-
ment wasie hundreds of pounds that
ean never be traced, and yet in the
actual expenditure of money he is not
frusted at all.  The quesfion whether
ministerial or commissioner eontrul of
our railways should ebtain will be deali
with later; and I take it the three aims
of railway management should he effi-
ciency, safety, and economy; and any
expenditure which fails to secure these
is open to condemnafion, while any that
woes bevond counstitutes extravagance.
A word or two on some other matters.
I have before me, and eannot help draw-
ing attention to it thongh I am disin-
¢lined to do so, a report in the dusirg-
lian World of speeches at the Western
Australian dinner in London, on the 30th
May last; and I observe that Sir
Fdward Wittenoom. after praising the
wine, eté.. on which he is no doubt an
expert, and T am sorry he did not keep
to that subject, said:—

“ The Labour party is so well sup-
poried and led with se mueh enerey
and ability, that it is very diffieult to
eonfront it. The legislation it is pro-
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moting can only have the effect of
keeping capital ovut of the country.
Wow to my mind the introduetion of
capital into a country like Western
Australia is an absolute necessity.’’
I should like to know why we vote money
for the Western Austiralian dinner, at
which our friend Sir Edward ean make
a speech like that? Why in the cireum-
stances did not Mr. Rason say some-
thing in eontradiction of the statement 7
Here we are on the one hand trying to in-
troduce immigration,andspending money
somewhat carelessly, though 1 hope the
expenditure will in the long run be justi-
fied; but on the other hand we are
spending money in order that a gentle-
man like Sir Bdward Wittencom may
announce to the workl that Labour legis-
lation here is tending lo keep eapital
ont of the country. That is very wrong,
and the least that could have been ex-
pected from Mr. Rason was that he
should set the peuple right by telling
them there was no such tendency. Buat
I should imagine that in all probability
Mr. Rason nudged Sir Edward, and said
something like ‘¥ Go 1t. Ned; give it to
them. Ned.'" In ihe same connection
I must refer tn some matters previously
discussed 10 this Huuse, eoneerning the
shipping ting in the North-West and in
London. I notice that year after year
the same persuns are invited to the

Western Australian  dinner, and they
inctude the English shipping brokers

with whom [ had to deal when a mem-
ber of a Royal Commission appointed
by the last Government, which resulted
in some astounding revelations. T notice
amongst those present at the dinner re-
presentatives of Messrs. Trinder, Ander-
son & Co., Messrs, Bethel, Gwyne & Co.,
and Messrs, Marden & Co., who have for
years past been making money out of the
people of this State. The Royal Com-
mission on Qeean Freights showed in
their report that £489,000 had been made
out of the pockets of the people of West-
ern Australia for brokerage alone by
these three firms: and to that profit the-
Western Australian Government were the
largest contributors, to the extent of
£5,000 per annum. The sum I have
mentioned does not represent profits
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from freight bot from brokerage; and it
was on this account that the Commission
wlenounced so strongly the appointment
of Mr. Sandover as shipping agent of
ithe State. He took the hint and re-
-signed; and now I understand the busi-
ness is being done by the Agent General's
office. The same wpang, however, seem
1o be inseparably associated with the
Agent General's office, and I eertainly
look with suspicion on the iransaction,
for it seems to me that £5,000 at least
per annmn which the gang are making
out of the Government shipments ae-
counts in some way for their regular
attendance at those dinners. The mem-
her for Pilbarra (Mr. Underwood) and
-others spoke of the necessity for subsi-
dising a line of boats to the North-West
in order to counferact the rebates of the
shipping combine. The Rowal Commis-
-gsion made that very clear in their report
and recomuended something of the kind.
Fortunately, the ship brokers took con-
siderable notice of our report and re-
duced freights by 5s., but the brokerage
remains the same, and the profits they
are making out of Western Australia arve
undiminished. T shall be entirely agree-
able if the Government ean see their
way to subsidise a line of boats to the
North-West, and indeed T should go
much farther, as the Commission did in
their report, by inserting a paragraph
for which I was responsible. The Com-
mission, I may say, consisted of the late
Mr. Diamond, Senator Needham, and
myself. Paragraph 37 of the report is
as follows:—

“ Whilst your commissioners would
weleome the establishment of an Aus-
tralian mercantile fleet nnder Common-
wealth centrol, for the transport of
mails and eargo hetween Australia and
the United Kingdom, eapable of being
commissioned in time of war. we be-
lieve this ideal is not within weasure-
able distance at present.”

Towever, as time has shown, that ideal
was not so far off as we thought, and
the question eame very prominently be-
fore the public when the Commonwealth
CGovernment were reeently trying to enter
into a fresh mail contraect. They shonld
take & step in the right direction, and if
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ieed he build their own fleet as we run
our own railways. I and other members
on this {Opposition) side of the House
would be pleased indeed to see our
ghips Australian-owned and Australian-
manned and carrying Australian produets
to every port in the world. I wish to
thank the Minister for Mines for the at-
tention he has given to all the require-
ntents of my distriet while I have been
its representative. On every oceasion
where the mining industry was cone¢erned,
whether the request was for water sup-
ply, for a battery subsidy or for any-
thing else of the sort, the Minister has
promptly complied; and in these eir-
cumstances I have great pleasure in
giving eredit where credit is due.

Mr. E. C. BARNETT (Albany) : The
first question T asked on my return to the
State after a recent visit to Ceylon was,
“Is the timber trouble ended ¥ and
along with the majority of the people
in the eountry, I was grafified to hear
that a settlement had been arrived at,
though T heard with extreme regret that
it had been neeessarvy for the Government
to make a farther concession to the Tim-
ber Combine, whieh concession will pro-
hahly eost the State some thousands of
pounds a year. 1 wonld draw atiention
to ithe fact that the Government might
easily have asked from Millars’ Kami
& Jarrah Forests, Lid., and other owners
of timber areas a quid pro quo for the
As we
are all aware, large porttons of the
timber land of this State are held by the
Combine and other companies as eon-
cessions, These concessions have been
worked for many years, and in them
many thousands of acres have been de-
nuded of marketable timber. According
ta the evidence given before the Royal
Commission on Forestry, of which I be-
lieve the Premier was chairman, some of
the leading employees of the Cowmbine
stated that fully ffty vears must elapse
hefore the land cut out would be fit to
be cut over again ; and in the cireum-
stanees [ think the timber companies
might reasonably have been asked, bhefore
the coneession in freights was granted,
to consent to all lands on which the tim-
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ber has been cur vut being exeised fram
their concessions, so that land suitable
for eultivation should have bheen thrown
open for selection. I trust that is not
ton late even now, and that the Ministry
will move in the matter. In the Minister
for Mines (Hon. H. Gregzory) I believe
we have a zentleman who has controlled
lLis «department with greater sucecess and
wore ahility than any previous Minister
has exhibited. But on the propused ve-
laxatien of the labour eonditions I look
with great suspicion, 1 remember. when
residing many years ago in Vietoria,
where labour conditions were very lax,
the thousands of acres of mineral land
locked up and shepherded vear afler
vear owing to the non-enforcement of
those conditions. Tf any fault has been
comumitted in this State, the fanlt was
not in the too strict enforcement of ihe
labour  eonditions ; for it would have
been to the advantage of the State to en-
force them more strietly. Tn my opinion
the coneentration of lakour on one of a
group of leases has not always been in
the best interests of the country. Had
the labour conditions heen enforced on
more of the leases more labour would
have been employed, wmore prospect-
ing would have Dbeen done, and pro-
bably the mining dusiry  would,
owing te fresh discoveries, be in a
better position - to-day. 1 quite re-
eognise the assistance the Minister lhas
at all times been willing to wive to pro-
speclors and the necessity for fresh dis-
coveries; but I believe that the most -
portant diseoveries and those eonferring
the greatest henefit on the State will be
made in the distriets alveady opened up
by railway communieation and already
being exploited. I make a present to
the Minister of a suggestion 1 have re-
ceived from a small mineowner whe
works north of Menzies. He wrote to me
as follows:—

“Tt is a great pitv the Government
do itut gend men like Mr. Gloeczel to ex-
plain to us our ervors. It would do an
enurmons lot for prospecting generally,
and open up these fields mueh better,
As an illustration. take the Orova in
Kalgoorlie.  Tn the early days they
were working in a wrong direetion.
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and got Mr. Goeczel to report for them.
He went and surveved, ere., puinted
out where it should be and at what
depth. Result, a bore put down and
siruek ore, which isx now the famous.
Oroya chute, and yet he ouly got 100
gnineas for it.”

I may mention that the gentleman re-

ferved to owns a small mine, and M.

Gioaezel, who has been temporarily em-

ploved by the Swe, was visiting this

portion of the fiell, and my friend having
stk a shaft and not struek a reef ov
wold where he expeeted. he asked My,

Cinwezel to juspeet the wnine and pass his

opinion upen it.  Mr, Goeezel kindly

pointed ont to wy friend what, in his
opinion, had been the error in sinking the
shaft in the wrong direetion: if Mr.

CGioeezel had visited the distriet 12 months

earlier amd had given the information

then, the owner wonld have been working

a profitable mine at the present time,

instead of having to do all the work over

agnin.  With reference to the construe-
tion of Ffreezing works, or the assistance

. proposed to be given by the State for the

construetion of freezing works in the
North-West, I an prepared to give
this my support ecenditionally  upon
the small grazier and stock owner being
properly protected for a lengthy term
of wears. In reference to the pro-
posal for spending a farther large sum
of money on the Point Sampson jetfy,
I think it would be wise before this was
finally decided on to have farther infor-
mation. A large sum of money has al-
ready been expended on this jetty, and
from what T have heard it is doubtful
wihether the iwonev alveady spent was
fully justified, and whether the expendi-
ture of a farther large sum will be iw
the best interests of the State. I was
sorry to hear on the return of the Pre-
mier from Queensland from the Pre-
miers’ Conference the painful impression
ereated on the Western Australian repre-
sentatives in reference to Federation. T
was one of the strongest opponents to
Western Austratia federating at the time
we did; T admt I am a supporter of
federation, but I thought Western Ans-
tralia was federating at least 20 vears
too =oan. T think though we made a
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mistake in federating when we did, we
would make a still greater mistake at
the present time should we take any step,
were it possible to do se, to sever our
connection with the Commonwealth, as
I am convineed that within 20 years, if
sueeessful in seceding at the present time,
we would have to go eap in hand to ask
the Cowmonwealth to accept us. Tt is
only by having a united Australia that
‘the white policy can be maintained. After
my visit to the East I fully understand
the term, “teeming millions of the Kast.”
While there I visited a large cotton fae-
tory employing some 500 Cingalese, and
-one European only was employed. The
wages the Cingalese were paid, or rather
95 per cent, was from 1d. to 8d. a day.
Supposing the white Australia barrier
were broken down aud that elass of la-
bour introduced, what benefit would sneh
labour be to anyone in the State except
to the large capitalist § I would rather
see the people prosperons than a few
millionaires. T trust the members of
the Ministry will, in the near future, in-
sist on all boys, whether attending State
schools, or private schools, or publie
schools, having a certain fraining to fit
them to enler the defence forees of the
State, so that they will be in a position
to do their part in defending the Com-
monwealth of Australia should the time
.arrive. There is one matter in the Pre-
mier's policy speech at Bunbury that
cansed a great deal or satisfaction: the
eontemplated purchase by the State of
the Denmark railway and the Torbay
lands, The purchase of this railway and
its lands is of vital importance to the
Albany distriet, and the purchase of this
railway will not only assist in the de-
velopment of the 25,000 acres of first-
-¢lass land at present owned by Millars,
but will open up many thousands of
acres of Crown lands of an equal quality.
I may mention the land in this distriet
is snited pavtieularly for the growth of
root crops and potatoes, apple orchards,
and wmore particularly for dairying; and
I consider with ths district, if opened
up and developed, there will be very
little necessity te Import potatoes, butter
and cheese. I also think the purchase
of this railway will be the first link
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in the chain of the railway between Al-
bany and Bridgetown. Since the Pre-
mier made the announeement last Ieb-
rary of the intention of the Government
to purchase this railway and lands a
tide of settlement has set in salong the
conrse of {he Denmark railway, and I
was told the last time I was in Albany
that the Albany Lands Office had been
husier in receiving applieations for land
than any lands office along the Greaf
Southern Railway. There is a number of
recent English immigrants settled theve,
and T have received letters from these
cenerally  expressing satisfaction with
their condition and prospects, In ref-
erence to the Fremantle graving doek T
consider the time has now fully arrived
when it is advisable in the best interests
of the State for a graving dock to he es-
tablished, and when the matter is brought
forward it should receive the most sym-
pathetic consideration. This State is
entering on a large expenditure of
money in the North-West, which will add
considerably to the indebtedness of the
State, ond at the present time we are
spending a considerable amount in devel-
oping the south eoast and Phillips River
fields. I hope every step taken by the
Clovernment will be to secure the trade
of this distriet and thus develop a new
and prosperons avea, It is with feelings
of extreme rvegret that I heard of the de-
cision of the Government to dispense
with the serviees of the late Commis-
sioner of Railways, M. George. e, in
my opinien, was an exeellent Comunis-
sioner of Railways. He is leaving the
Railway Department in a better condi-
tion than it was when he took charge,
better than it has ever been before. T
think every new heginner makes mis-
takes, and that had Mr. George remained
m office the probability is that he would
do as well, if nof hetter than any sue-
cessor likely to he appointed. I do not
care whether members agree with M.
George’s railway poliey or not, but I
publicly state my belief in his honesty
and integrity of purpose. T consider he
helieved that what he did was in the in-
terest of the State. I would like to re-
mind the Government that in the present
Aeting Commissioner they have a gentle-
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man with verv large railway experience.
While he was manager of the Great
Southern Railway that railway was the
most economieally managed, not only in
Western Australia, but in the Australian
States : also it was snccessfully managed
and gave satisfaction to the general pub-
lie. T presume the Government will
make inguiries in the Eastern States, and
Europe, England and America for a
successor to Mr. George; but I think that
before making any definite appointment
it would be wise to see what reforms and
economies have been effected by the pre-
sent Acting Commissioner. It things
are improved and reforms are effected
I dn not believe in the State paying a
large salary to an mported Commis-
sioner when there is a gentleman in the
State equally able to fill his position. 1
trust  that while we all recognise the
necessity  for economy, as mueh  eon-
sideration for the retrenched employees
of the Railway Department and any
. other department will be shown by the
Government as 1z possible, and that any
future vacancies may he filled by the re-
trenched emplovees. The member for
Greenough  (Mr.  Stone) last Tuesday
referred to Albany as an abandoned
port. T think it is a great pity that hon.
mewmbers in advaneing the claims of their
distriets cannot do it without referring
disparagingly to other distriets. I for
one would do all I ecould to assist the port
of Geraldion. I think Geraldton should
have all the trade to which it is legiti-
inately entitled, and T think that Albany
should have the same. 1 think that six
or 12 suceessful ports with a fair volume
of trade are preferable fo having every-
thing coneentrated in one port. To show
the injustice of the remarks passed by
the member for Greenough I will read
, the eomparative trade of the two ports,
Albany and @eraldton, not in a dispar-
aging sense o the port of Geraldton, but
in justice te the port of Albany. For
the year ending the 30th June, 1907,
the number of vessels calling at Albany
was 434, with a tonnage of 796,038 tons,
while ihe number ealling at Geraldton was
179, with a tonnage of 216,062 tons. I
think that conclusively proves that Al-
bany is anything but a deserted port. I
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do not think the Honovary Minister was
quite I earnest in all the rvemarks he
passed last night. There was only wue
conelusion te be drawn, that it was the
intention of the Government to coneen-
trate the export of frozen meat, wheat,
apples and evervthing at Fremantle. [
do not know whether that is the wish of
the Honorary Minister; I certainly hope
it is not the wish of Ministers. I think
every port should have the trade of its
distriet. Probably if is sufficient to draw
atlenfion to this matter, and probably
the Mnister did not mean actually what
he said. The land tax proposals of the
Government shall have iy suppert as
they did last session. When seeking their
suffrages T told my consiituents that I
intended 1o suppurt a land tax if intro-
duced, because I considered that the
finances of the State warranted such a
tax, Where exemptionswere made, I ¢on-
sider that the exemptions n the Govern-
ment neasure last session were in the
hest interests of the State and would
cause the tax to reach those who could
best afford to pay. On these lines the
tax will have my support when iniro-
dueed.

Mr. E. B, HEITMANN (Cue): Like
other members, [ desire at no great length
to place a few of my grievances before
the Ministry and the House. I am some-
what surprised after listeninz to the de-
bate—I have carefully listened to al-
most all the members who have spoken—
to find with perhaps one exception mem-
bers have not touched upon the most im-
portant question (hai appeals to me, that
is the positicn we find owrselves in to-
day industrially flivougheut the variens
districts of the State. The majority of
meinbers seem to be prepared to tell each
other privately and quietly that the State
at present is in a bad way, hut we seemn
to be like Mieawher—doing nothing, just
waiting for something to turn up. Hav-
ing iravelled through a preat portion of
ihe State of late, one could noi fail to be
struck with the great number of men out
of employment, and with the general
depression among the working classes
and among the business people of conrse,
right throughout the State. I am not
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one to blame this Government or the
Guvernment preceding them for the
pusition in which we find ourselves to-
day, but in the course of my remarks I
shall endeavour to point out where the
present Governwment could have done
much better than they have done in the
tast year or two. In speaking of
this depression one must recognise that
we have heard of it for the last two or
three years—not only to-day, and not
only last year; because when the Labour
parly were first returned with 22 strong
and toolk hold of the reins of Govern-
ment in the State we had a state of de-
pression existing in Western Australia.
It appears to me that it is necessary, in
trying to find some solution of the prob-
lem we have in front of us to-day, to
try to go back and find the causes which
have left their effect in the shape of the
present depression; and in studying these
matiers one must look back beyond the

Iast year or two and study the his-
tory of the State for the Jast
10 or 12 years; and one must

also look' to the experience of the other
States of Australia. Many members in
the Chamber and people throughout the
eouniry put various reasons forward for
the depression. Some blame federation,
and others lay the blame on other eauses,
but in reading the history of the other
Slates one finds that each and every one
of the Bastern States of Australia passed
through a similar period to that through
which we are passing to-day. It appears
to me to be only the result of what we
may term a boom; and thereis no doubt
we had in Western Australia for several
years a booming time. They had the
same in the Fastern States, and if we
take their experience one need not be so
greatly alarmed; beeause we find that
after a boom time a natural depression
tollowed. while now they are, generally
speaking. in a fairly prosperous eondi-
tion. T am inelined to think that, instead
of trying to hide our present state and
to blind ourselves to the faet that Wes-
tern Australia is in a bad way—and in
my opinion is hikely to be in a bad way—
instead of taking up such a course
as that taken up by the memher for Cool-
gardie when he rebuked the only member

[(ASSEMBLY.]

Seventh dey.

who, in my opinion, tried to place before-
the Chamber and the country a picture
showing the true state of affairs, and ae-
cused the hon. member of erying “stink-
ing fish,” it is really useless to fry to-
hide the faet that Western Australia to-
day is in a fairly bad state. T am not
going to blame this CGrovernment or past
Governmenis for the present state of de-
pression, but I will say that the poliey
inaugurated by the present Government
and spoken of only last night is a policy
that in my opinion has caused the depres-
sion, somme of it at all events. I refer to
the poliey of spending altogether too large-
amounts of borrowed money on reprodue-
tive works. I may give just one or two
instance of where this policy has heen
abused. I may say “abused.” Recently
whenr 1 was travelling in the outback
portion of my electorate, [ was at a small
place with 50 people, a place that hos
never had more than 50 people for the
last five years; and going into the Miners”
Institute there and looking into a corner,
I found to wmy snrprise a present of the
zood old boom days by the then member
for the district of a complete set of the
Statutes of the State. This may appear
te he nothing, but it only shows thui
whereas to-day members themselves ean-
nnt get a set of the Statutes, in those good
nld davs when there was plenty of
money, members could give freely to elee-
tors in every corner of their electorates.
Again in my electorate the railway passes
through a place called Lake Austin. This
has a fine station built of freestone, with
a goods shed and station-master's resi-
dence and ecottages for the workmen. T
suppose if these huildings were put up
to-day they would cost between £4,00{(
and £5,000, and T know it cost ronsider-
ably more to build then. That station
to-day is not earning a penny in freights
for the simple reason that there is no
trailic there, and there is not even a
station-master,

At 6.15, the Speaker left the Chair
At 7.30, Chair resumed.

Mr. HEITMANN (continuing) : YWhen
the House adjourned 1 was giving mem-
bers what 1 helieve to be some causes
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for the depression existing in Western
Ausiralia, and was endeavouring to show
that in the past large sums of money
were spent laviskly without due regard
to whether the works for which they
were to be utilised would be reprodue-
tive or nol. When the coldfields were
hooming and a kind of false prosperity
exizted, this poliey did not affect the
position of the State to any material ex-
tent; but new when we are in a normal
condition, we find that the primary in-
dusiries of Western Australia are not
sufficient to carry the present popula-
tion, and the evil results of this sysiem
of expenditure of public revenue are
demonstrated.  To-day, the population
in Western Australia, although small,
is too greai for its industries. The main
industries are the mining and agricui-
tural. The latter is being assisted to a
very great extent, but the benefits from
it will not be felt fo any great degree
for some time fo eome. Out of our
pupulation of about 250,000 people there
arebetween 70,000 and 80,000 people who
can be termed producers. It has been
found not only here bnt also in the
Eastern States that the greater number
of people there are In the ecities and
large tuwns the more poverty exisis. If
in the past. instead of spending so much
money in the metropolitan areas upon
works which ave not altogeiher repro-
ductive, we had spent that money upon
the industries upon which Perth de-
pends, we might not have a depression
existing to-day. In thinking over this
matter 1 am carried back to two vears
ago. At that fime we had a Labour
party in power and, when they retired,
Mr. Rason and his followers went to the
country and told the people that it was
the fault of the Labour party that the
depression existed. This is an old er¥
and perhaps it is not altogether ad-
visable to revive it, but in fairness to
the Labounr party it may be mentioned
ithat the preseut position of the eountry
shows that instead of matters improving
when thai party were put ont of power,
things have been going from bad to
worse. It is remarkable that the very
party that at that time made the Labour
party responsible for the then depres-

{18 Jory, 1907.]

Seventh day. 331
sion are now stating that Federation is
cuusing the present set baek in the pro-
sperity of the country. I have always
helieved in Federation and am a strong
Federalist, but T voted against it ot the
referendum, thinking that at that time
it would be unwise for Western Aus-
tralia to enter the Union. I said then,
amd it has sinee been proved to be true,
that Western Australian industries
would not be able to compete with those
in the Eastern States. Although I can
see the disadvauluxe Federation is te
Western Australia I do not believe in
the ery of the party which is now calling
for secession, that we should secede be-
cause we are lusing a certain amount of
money through inter-State free-trade.
As was pointed out by the Leader of
the Opposition, if this were the only
trouble that Western Austraiia had with
regard to Federaiion, it would unot be
so bad, for the money taken off the inter-
State duties went into the pockets of
the. people. 1f that were so then we
would be justified in going to the people
now and stating that, as they had gained
something through the duties being
knocked off, there was justification for
the Government asking them to pay some
little taxation. I do not agree wiih the
Leader of the Opposition that the money
is in the pockets of the consumer, for
on the feld at all events, living is just
as expensive now as it was siX years
ago. Frow observations and inquiry I
believe that the indenters and importers
of the other States, and the big firms
here, are maoking greater profits than
they did at the time of the boom in
Western Aunstralia. Tt is a very complex
matter, but sooner or later the Govern-
ment must inguire into it, and we have
the right to demand that, instead of the
money going into the poekets of the in-
denter, the consumer should get the bene-
fit of the inter-State free-trade. Before
My, Rason and his party got into power
they told the peaple, not onee bul many
times, that there was no need to fear.
They also said they believed there was no
necessity for fresh taxation, and added
that by striet eeonomy and by faith in
the country there would be a return of
prosperity. We find that that bas not
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been so0, and one must come to the eon-
clusion that, either Mr. Rason and his
party were not aware of the condition
of affairs here, or they obtained their
present posilion under false pretences.
The Attorney General, I believe, won his
seat on the ery that there was no neces-
gity for extra taxation. We all know
that whoever advocates fresh taxation is
unpopular, but the Government arve now
recognising that the Labour party, by
raising that ery some two years ago, were
covrect and admit that the time has ar-
rived when it is necessary farther to tax
the people. The ery of economy is an
old one, and T think that altogether too
much prominence has heen given in the
pulicy of the present Government to the
question  of economising in the Civil
Service.  Whenever vou hear a Govern-
menf ery for economy and the next mo-
ment see that they start on the eivil ser-
vant—anid unfortunately they generally
hegin on the lower men—it shows a
weakness in the party in power. The
fact that there are too many eivil ser-
vants is not the cause of the present de-
pression : when we were prosperous we
had all those civil servants. It is unfor-
tunate thal the only time when steps are
taken to economise in the direction of
redueing the siaffs of the various depart-
ments of the service is when the State is
in a bad way. Therefore at the time
those men are discharged they ave unable
to ebiain fresh employment, and the re-
sult is that the depressed state of affairs
is added to by a number of ex-civil ser-
vants who ave out of work. If a depart-
ment is overmanaed, by ail means put the
men off ; but it is useless to say that it
will be the end of our troubles to cut
down the expenses of our departments.
The saving effected by that means will be
merely a drop in the ocean. The Gov-
evnment now say that one great fault in
the Labour party was that it did not put
forward a progressive works policy. I
do not believe that it is always a sound
policy to put forward works merely with
the abjeet of providing work for the
people.  When we come to that position
and are forced to do that it shows clearly
that there is something wrong, not with
the hranches of the Government, but with
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the very root of it. Tt should be the de-
sire of any Government, instead of tinl-~
eving with ountside hranches to get at the
root of the finaneial trouble as far as
possible. We find ourselves at the pre-
sent time with a defieit.  As has been
stated by the member for Yilgarn this,
under ordinary circumstances wonld not
cause any very great alarm. The East-
ern States have on several occasions heen
in a very much worse paosition than
Western Australin is to-day, but unfor-
tunately we ave placed in a worse posi-
tion than they were owiny to the exist-
ence of Federation. In those days the
States had the benefit of the tariff and
to a certain degree thetr industries were

protected, To-day Western Australia is
unable to build up industvies. The pop-

and, conse-
quently, things altogether ave not too
bright. If we had the conditions which
existed in the Easteru States in their bad
times I would not he at all afraid of the
deficit, for I believe in a very short time
we wonld be nble to overtake it ; but
what do we find 2 Some of the manu-
faeturers who opened up small branches
in Waeastern Australin doring the time of
the inter-State tariff are leaving here and
arc manufacturing at head works in Mel-
bourne. That is our great diffieulty. It
is impossible for Western Australia,
unless the standards of living and the
social econditions ave greatly lowered, to
compefe with the manufacturers in the
Easlern States. Tn speaking to the Ad-
dress-in-Reply the Minister for Works
declared that the deficit was not so very
mueh after all, and he tried to point out
that if we eould merge two or three
novmal seasons info one, and if we eould
have a land tax, then we would be all
right.  But I think, althongh perhaps
we should not refer fo those who have
passed from this werld, it was rather
ungrateful on the part of ihe AMinister
not te tender some thanks (o men who
were kind enough to depart this life and
thus give the Treasury some £36,000, but
for which our finances would he in a still
worse condition, It is altogether foolish
for the Minister for Works to try in that
manner to explain away our defieit. He
states that if we had had a land tax
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we should have been all nzht. Whose
fauit is it (hat we have not a iand tax?
I should think the Minister, or any otler
man on the Government side, should be
the last to mention the land tax, for in
my cpinion the tax would have been im-
pozed, and we should now have the bene-
fit of it, but for the Government, who
put forward the excuse that members
were not in the country, and therefore
the meeting of Parliament was post-
poned ontil the present manth. [ agree
with the Gevernment, and I {hink every
one in the State agrees, that the one in-
dustry we should eneourage by every
possible means is the agrienltural indus-
try. for there is undoubtedly a possi-
bilily that one day Western Australia
will have to live almost entively upon
agriculture.  Our experience of the
Eunstern States leads us to believe that
the mining industry is fairly stable. In
Vietoria mining has heen suceessfully
continned for the last fifty or sixty years.
At the same time, there is a possibility
of onr mining industy peiering out;
and it should he the desire of all Gov-
ernments and all members of this Cham-
ber to encourage the agricultural indus-
try as far as possible. But I must say
that the poliey of the present Govern-
ment in their endeavour to settle people
on the land, has in many cases been very
incongistent. Before pointing out this
I should like briefly to touch on the
inmigration  poliey. In  the first
place I will refer to (he London
office. In that office we have, I believe,
under My, Rason the Agent General,
some five or six clerks. Of those five
or six, I believe only one has ever been
in Australia. To my mind this is alto-
gether unwise. A man enters that office
in scarch of a eountry to whieh he can
ro with reasonable prospects of suecess,
and he meets clerks who know as much
about Australia as he knows. I would
surgest that instead of having in that
oftice five or six clerks whom we may
call foreigners, who know nothing more
about the country than they ean see on
the map, we should draft to London
every year or every couple of years a
fresh set of our own ecivil servants who
are aequainted with the State. They
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could give people some idea of the con-
ditions here, whereas all the information
the present elerks have is obtained by
reading. [Mr. Underwood: Our clerks
would be more usefully employed here.]
That may be. T have just said that

the land settlement policy of the
Government appears very  inconsis-
tent. In the agricultural areas the

Government are prepared to grant to
any man 160 acres free, and any area
he likes on very liberal terms. This is
very well; but there are people not in
the agricultural areas who are desirous
of making a living on the soil. Tn my
distriet alone there are, T believe, some
twenty or thirty men with families, men
who desire to get out of the labour mar-
ket and away from the mines, and who
have taken up small areas on the out-
skirts of towns. These lands bave been
hitlierto held by people who run cattle
and sheep, and from these people the
Government have received 10s. per thou-
sand acres for the land. Let me point
out how the Government arc assisting
men who are trying to get out of the
labour market by taking small blocks of
fand for such purposes as vegetable gar-
dening, poultry raising, and pig farming.
The pastoralist pays for the land 10s.
per thousand acres. If the land is
within two miles of a township and a
man wishes to take up twenty aeres for
the other purposes I have mentioned, he
must pay first about £5 for survey and
inspection, and 2s. per acre per annum
for twenty years. That is to say, the
Government sell him the land for £2 per
aere, though this same land is now held
hy squatters at 10s. per thousand aeres.
In all fairness, if the Government wish
to encourage land settlement, if there is
one man more that another who should
be encouraged it is the man who takes
up land in that part of the eountry,
with a view to making a living out of it.
It would pay the Government to give
him the land, to grant him a perpetual
lease. So long as he fulfils the resi-
dential qualifications it is preferable to
have that land occupied for agriculiural
purposes rather than to have it used as .
at present for vunning sheep. Another
case to 1llustrate how expeditious and
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liow ready the Lands Department are to
assist a man to get on the land, wag
brought under my notice some litile time
ago at Cue. A man at Cue, desirous of
going on the land, inspected certam lands
at Geraldton, and found a block oceu-
pied by another man who was prepared
to surrender it. The Cue man filled out
a surrender form some time in Septem-
ber or October last, and took it to the
department. He then went back to Cue
and waited for several months. During
that time he had written to the depart-
ment, had wired to the department, and
had got the man in charge of the lands
office in Cue to write for him; and seven
months after he had sent in the surren-
der form I came to Perth and was .in-
formed that the surrender was-not in

order; that it contained some technical
error. That is after waiting seven
months!  Surely there is something

wanting in the Lands Department, and
it seems to me peculiar when we find
men in the streets of Perth waiting to
go on the land, waiting sometimes as
long as two months for approvals, while
men with a little influence ean go in and
fix up such matters in about two days.
Naturally, representing a mining eon-
stituency, T shall have something to say
of the mining industry. The proposals
of the present Government were some-
what surprising to me; and though
the Minister for Mines (Hon. H.
Giregory) has spoken for some consider-
able iime of his propesals, I did not think
he would have made the proposals we find
in the Governor's Speech; for the ex-
perience of TWestern Australia at all
events has been that the more we liberal-
ise the tenures and the easier we make 1§
for people to hold mining leases, the more
shepherding we have. Tius is Hlustrated
hy the concentration-of-labour section of
our Mining Regulations. Tt has been
pointed out hefore, and eannot be pointed
out too often, that many nine-owners in
Western Australia bolding as much as
200 and 300 acves, have concentrated the
whole of their labour on about 10 acres,
the rest remaining idle. And if we make
the eonditions more liheral, we shall in my
opinion find wore shepherding. While
the Minister has adveeated in season and
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out of season & policy of encouraging the
small man, and though he appeared most
sincere last evening, and although anyone
not knowing the Minister would believe
him to be absclutely sincere, it is bard
for me at all events to helieve that the
Minister is sincere in his proposals; for
while advoeating these proposals from
the platform, and while telling us at all
titnes that he is desirous of encouraging
the small nian, when the Minister has liad
an upportunity of applying his policy he
has absclutely failed to do so. In one
instanee at all events he has given absgo-
Inte preference to the wild-cat promoter
instead of to the small man, the man who
was willing to work and had worked the
lease. One case in particular will show
how the Minister for Mines applies this
and another of his so-called reforms—his
proposal togive wardensmore power than
they have now. The Minister has on
more than one occasion said he wished to
vive wardens more power, so that instead
of awarden being able only to recommend
in ease of applications for forfeiture, he
should have power to forfeit a lease or
to do whatever else he thought fit, of
course reserving a right of appeal to the
Minister or to a board. One instance of
how this poliey has been pursued. Sowe
time ago a party of miners held a lease
at a place called Errol’s, had worked it
for a considerable time, and spent on it a
eonsiderable sum, Having spent all their
maney, they left that part of the district
in order to earn more money. A man
whom T term a wild-eat promoter came
along. He eould see a mavket for the
lease, and applied for forfeiture. The
warden at Cue, 2 man in whom T think
everyone in the distriet has econfidence,
decided, after an exhaustive hearing of
the evidenece, to give the lease back to the
workmen. “But/” he said, “you did
wrong in leaving your lease without ap-
plying for protection. However, seeing
vou are working men and have spent your
money and done work there, I am pre-
pared to give it back to you after impuns-
ing a fine”” Bat the wild-eat promofer
was not satisfied with that. The facts
ot into the Murchison newspapers; T be-
lieve lle gave them about half-a-dellar
apiece; and he eame fto Perth. And on
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an er parle statemenl—and 1 dety eontra-
diction aind am su rv the Minister is not
in his place~—the Minister did that which
has never been known to be done befure
in Western Australia, forfeited the lease
and gave it to the wild-eat promoter. In
all fairness to the workmen, if the Mini-
ster found there was any fresh evidenee
brought forward by the promoter, the
Minister, instead of forfeiting the lease,
ghould have veferved the watter back fo
the warden, saving there was fresh evi-
dence and asking him to re-hear the case.
Here we have aMinistersayving he desires
to give a warden greater power, and de-
sires to help the simall prospector. Such
are his words, but in his aetions he shows,
by going against the warden, that the war-
den isnot fit togivea decision, and that
the Alinister desires to help the wild-cat
promoter. I need not apologise Tor occu-
pying the tine of the House for a few
minutes on the subject of mine in-
spection. This is a matter of
which T have vecently thought much,
and whieh T have had reason to think of;
amdd as mining aceidents are increasing,
we eannot too often emphasise the faet
that the inspection of mines in Western
Australia is not beiug earried out as it
should. Last vear we had, I believe. a
tutal of 40 fatal accidents and 277 ser-
ions  accldents  whieh were not fatal
[Mr. Beth : No; 270 more than in the
previous yeur.]  Anyhow, this vear. 1
helieve, we shall find aecidents more
numerous than ever. The average indi-
vidual awav from the mining industry
seems to have no idea of the effect of
aceidents and the bad condition of the
mines, not only amongst the mining pop-
ulation but on the whole of the State,
Tt would surprise many members to know
the poverty and misery that are caused by
these accidents, and 1 cdeclare here, with-
out fear of eontradiction, that the mines
i Western Australia are in an abso-
lutely rotten state, and are not heiny in-
spected as they should be. I have had
brought under my notice cases where
mining men in Western Australia have
asked miners to work in rises of a height
of 300 feet, and anyone who knows any-
thing about mines is aware that it is ab-
solute murder to work under these eondi-
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tions, Some of the miners in Western
Australia are working in places where
for fully eight hours it is impossible to
see the light of a eandle three feet in
front of them, in eonsequence of the dust
and the fumes and the smoke. The
moment one mentions the giving of bei-
ter conditions to miners one meets with
the reply that it will cost too much. In
my opinion if we are to add to the eonst
of petting the gold, the misery and the
deaths we have, it is far better in the in-
terests of the State as a whole, and es-
pecially in the interests of the mining
population, that the gold should remain
where it is. I have said the mines are
in bad eondition, and I have often been
met with the question, * What do you
call fair eonditions 27  In mining as
well as in anyv other industry, any work
that will take away from the miners the
right of living ont a life sueh as he would
live in the open air, or nnder good condi-

tions, the state of such an in-
dusiry should be remedied no maiter
at what cost. We should give the

workers better conditions ; and I do net
only refer to the dangerous places
which will have to be attended to in
flie near future, hut even more impor-
fant than thai is the condition of our
mines from bad ventilation and various
other eanses such as dust, which of eourse
follows on bad ventilation. T stated
previously on the platform that less is
thonght of the life of a miner than the
nachines and the tools the miner uses.
1 have said this and T declarve again that
it is absolutely eriminal for members on
the Government side to oppose as they
did last year members on the Opposition
side getting fair econditions for the
miners. Last year we had a disgraceful
condlition of affairs when the Mining Bil}
was going through the House. We were
teld by the Minister for Mines when we
asked for cheek inspectors that he would
not allow the trade union seeretaries to
be check inspectors ; and when we re-
plied that the miners could not do this
duiy becanse the moment the men em-
ployed sent in a report which would be
somewhat against a mining company,
from that date the miner’s time was
very short indeed. the Minister ridiculed
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the idea, and stated that he believed the
mining managers to be honourable men,
and would not think of blaekballing a
man for sending in a true report. I
have tound out since that not only ave
the mining managers prepared to blaek-
hall men, but the officer employed by the
(Gfovernment to inspect the mines and to
administer the Act brought in for the
benefit of the miners, is prepared to
biaekball the men also, This is proved
conelusively, and I think when a new
Mining Bill comes before the House, as
come it must very soon, having for its
object the bhetter condition of the
miners, I shall appeal to members on
the Government side to go to the miners
themselves, and I am satisfled that if
members ean see the eonditions under
which miners work, they will at onee
side with the Opposition party and give
the miners better conditions, The Min-
ister has time and again told the House
and the countvy that our mines inspec-
tion was on a par with the mines inspec-
tion in the Eastern States, that is that
the pereentage of the cost of mines in-
speclion was as high here as in the
other States. [ can assure the Minister,
il he does not know it, that this is not
at all true. Whereas in this State the
percentage of the total administration
cost used for mines inspection is some-
thing like three per cent., in the Eastern
States it is eight per cent., and it goes
up as high as 12 per cent. in New South
Wales where they have 13 inspectors.
From a geographical standpoint, West-
ern Australia should have many niore
inspectors for its mines at the present
time, for the few inspectors employed
cannof give fair attention to the mines,
and we must also recognise that it is
not desired that the inspectors should
give fair attention to the mines, So
long as we have men in these positions,
men who are prepared {o side with the
mining companies on every occasion, so
long as we have bad conditions and the
fatal accidents that we have at the pre-
sent time, so long will the miners eom-
plain. To show that the inspeetors are
not inspecting the mines as they shouid
do. 1 ean quote seoves of ineidents. I
have cailed for certain papers to be laid
on the table of the House, and when I
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*wet them I will deal with a certain mai-

ter which was the subject of a Rayal
Commission.  Charges were made by
myself against a pariieular inspector,
hut 1 iiitend only to toueh briefly on this

matter. Last session and the session
before, other members with myself

charged this inspector wiith not doing
his duty. Tiwe after time these charges
were made and the attention of the Min-
isieor wos drawn to the Jaxity in this
wman’s  iuspeetion and to various other
irregularities on his part.  The Min-
ister  refused to take any notice
of  these charges, and although he
knew that this man was net fit
to  hold his position, the Minister
was preparved to allow things to go on as
{bhey had been going on for some time.
that the DMinister
should know the exact state of affairs,
and 1 was determined also that the pub-
lie of Western Australia should know
how this man was carrying ount his duties,
therefore, on the public plaitorm I made
charges against this partienlar individual.
My reasons for doing so were to give
the public some idea of the bhandicaps
under whieh the miners have to work.
When I made these chavges they were re-
poerted in the metrepolitan Press. The
Minister for Mines ridienled the charges,
saving therve was no truth in them. This
weni on, 1 believe, for about a week.
Morning after morning the Minister said
the ebarges were not true and were not
worthy of eonsideration. But suddenly the
Minister found out that these charge were
serious and he determined to appoint a
Commission to inquire into them. I found
out from inguiry that during the time
the Minister was ridieuling my charges
he was writing to the inspector at Cue,
or someone in the department was writ-
ing, to find out how the position stood.
Naturally a veply was received from the
ingpeetor that there was no truth in the
charges and courting full inguiry. As
soon as the Minister found this out he
declared at ence that these charges were
of preat importance and that he would
appoint 2 Commission to inquire into
them. Later on it beeame known that
the Warden at Cne, Mr. Troy, was ap-
pointed to inquire into the charges. Mal-
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ters went on quietly, and ihe next I
beard was that Warden Troy's appoiul-
ment had been cancelled, and another
gentleman had been appuointed to hold
the inquiry. The excuse given—I will
not give the excuse to the House that was
given al the time for the cancellation of
the appointmeni—hut 1 am satisfied that
from the time that this particular war-
den’s appointwent was caneelled. ceriain
people eunspired, and the Minister is
not free from it. to defeat e in wy
charges, and from the oulset'1 had not
a chance to prove ihem.

Mr., SPEAKER: The Lon. wember i
making the charge Lhat the Minister was
conepiring. He must withdraw that.

Mr. HEITMANN: T withdraw it and
I will say certain individuals conspired
to defeat e from getting fair plav: and
I am satisfied that certain parties started
out at once, and from that time no mat-
ter what evidence I could have brounght
forward, the verdiet would have been
against me. [ say this, and 1 can fairly
well substantiate my statement, that the
Ministry should be proud of (he action
they tock in connection with that in-
quiry.

Ihe Treasurer: Whal part did they
take? Did they not give you an inquiry?

Mr. HEITMANN: They did. A sort
>f an inquiry, but the verdict was given
pefore the evidence was taken,

The Treasurer: The verdiel was given
against you. .

Mr. HEITMANN: No. When a cer-
:ain member of this Chamber made cer-
ain charges against a public officer, as
soon as (he verdict went against him the
Minister rose in his place and asked the
nember Lo apologise. I ask, what action
s to be taken in this particular case? Is
e Minister prepared to ask e to apolo-
rise? I will prove to the House that from
he word “go.” Heitmann had not a
hance in the inquiry. A certain indi-
qidual, a wan high up in the mining
vorld, was responsible for the caneella.
ion of Warden Trov’s appointment,
From vy experience of justice in West.
o Australia, when the interesis of cer-
ain pariies elash, it is impossible for
he Labour man to get a fair deal—it is
mpossible for the Labour man to gel a
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fair deal from the Ministry. DBefore T
bhave finished with this ease;, I shall de-
mand that the present Ministry take some
action either io discharge the inspector
azainst whom I made the charges or ask
me to take a certain action. After the
appointment of Warden Troy, malters
went on  quietly for some six or
seven weeks, and I believe it was the
intention of the Government to get the
peaple to believe that the matter had
died out, but subsequently we found that
anotlier gentleman had been appointed.
T may state T never heard a single word
from the Minister, although he had writ-
ten to certain persons to find out whether
I had made the charges. The Minister
had not the courtesy or the decency to
tind out my version of the affair. I am
Justified in saying that the gentleman
who held the commission of nquiry had
arrival abt a verdiet and his report, be-
fore he took the evidence, and I declare
he was not a fit and proper person to
adjudicate on such a Commission. [Mr,
H. Brown: He is a gentleman above sus-
picion.] Ts he? Then T will tell the
hon. member something &nd ask him
ihen if this gentleman is above suspicion.
At Cue on the third day of the inquiry
we finished at about 11 o’cloek in the
morning, and we find after spending a
tew lhours in Cue this man above sus-
picion golng out inspecting certain works
which were in dispute. In all jusiice
to me and in all fairness to me, if he is
above suspieion he should have informed
me that he was going out to inspeet this
matter in dispute, Instead of that he
took parties from the other side and
Heitmann was left out. I will prove
whether he is above suspicion. I will get
the papers, and I will leave it to the
House or any commitiee that may he
appointed to say whether this report is
consistent with the evidence or not; and
I shall prove that it is absolutely untrue
as well as inconsistent. The Commis-
sioner stales that no incorreet reports
have leen sent in. I will prove that
absolutely incorrect reports have heen
sent in by the Inspector of Mines, and
I will prove that this particular inspector
has gone out of his way—not only has
he heen lax in the administration of his
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duties, not only has he allowed companies
to work men in places not fit to wark in,
but in cases of aceidents he has gone out
of his way, anticipated legal action on
the part of the men, and with the acute-
ness of a lawyer has covered up the weak
spots in the eompany’s defence. 1 will
prove this eonclusively. I am not afraid
of the result. As I said before, the Gov-
ernment should take some aetion, and in
all decency they should have sent me a
eopy of the evidence and a copy of the
report, but from the time I made these
charges the Minister for Mines and the
Government have not communicated with
me in any way. That perhaps is beside
the question. I am ready to stand upon
these charges, I am ready to abide by the
decision of any fair-minded man, but
when we find this rveport absolutely in-
consistent and absolutely untrue besides,
I am not prepared to abide by the de-
eision of this man. There is only one
thing I ecan say, that if it was not for
the strength of the evidence I brought,
if it was not that T had absolute proof
of my charges, he would have eondemned
me from the very start. He was afraid
to oo auy farcther; if he could have pos-
giblv have done it, Heitmann wonld have
been condemned from start to finish. As
it i he has not condemned me. e said
that the inspector did wrong, but he
whitewashed him. He said that nobody
was injured. As I stated, T am going
to call for these papers. I will move
a motion on them and will chailenge the
Government to disprove what I say, that
this report is absolutely inconsistent
with the evidenece. And I will also
prove, as I stated previously, that it is
absolutely impossible for a Labour man
to get anything like justice from the
men appointed by the present Govern-
ment to inquire into any echarge that may
he made. I am sorry that the Minister
for Mines is not present; it seems to me
a eonspiraey of silence. This muoch I
am assured, that if the report had gone
against me the Minister would have been
only too ready to act. They thought it
was impossible for me to prove the
chavwes. [ feel verv strongly in this
matiter, and I am going to have the pub-
lic know whoe was right and who was
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wrong, and I will have the electors o
the Menzies eleetorate know absolutel:
the part certain individuals took in thi
inquiry.

Mr, Taylor:
speetor  from
peteney?

Mr. HEITMANN: T will go fully int
this man’s qualifications for the particula
billet. T helieve this individual eontemw
plates vesigning. If I had my way h
will not resign, but will be shifted ver
suddenly. When I get these papers I a
prepared to leave it to the House to sa
whetber this man in worthy of his pos
tion or not. L am not lecking for notm
iety, but I am out to protect the interest
of those working in the industry in m
electorate, [ know they have not got
fair deal,  As a matter of faet the Com
missioner states that no false statement
were sent in, and that no words wer
put into the injured miners’ mouths. A
a matter of faet in the case of one ma
the inspector, seeing that the compan
had a very bad case—and anyone ac
quainted with the facts knows that the
were in a very bad way in reference t
this particnlar accident—when the ma
said, “T do not think this timber wa
safe,” turned to him and told bhim net t
gay it, saying, “It is no use your think
ing of going te ecourt, for your mate
will make you out as telling untrme state
ments.”  But the man persisted in i
knowing Mr. Lander end his ways, an
Mr. Lander then turned to him and saic
“If you make such a statement as that yo
will be blackballed, not enly on the min
where yon are working, but on the mine
right thronghout Western Australia.
This is a servant of the CGovernmen
This is 2 man who holds an appointime:
in which he is supposed to administe
an Act brought in solely for the miners
but it appears to me that from the ver
outset he seems to have considered tl
side of the mine-owners instead of the
of the miners. As T stated, I am going f
pnt this before the House, and I want th
Government to say one thing or the othe
—whether Heitmann waswrongor whethe
the inspector was guilty of the charges
made. Now the position arrived at
this: The Royal Commissioner practicall

Did they shift this in
Kalgoorlie for incom
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‘ates the inspector did wrong, hut he as
weh as =aid there were not irrerularities,
‘he question for the Government is: If
1y charges did wot constitute irregulari-
es why was a (ommission appointed ;
nd if my charges have been proved, what
vtion are they going to take with refer-
nee to this particnlar mining inspector?

Mr. A, C. GULL {Swan): T intend to
1ake no apology at the outset of my re-
arks and then proceed to oceupy the
‘tention of the House a ecouple of hours or
» but ifI think Tlhave trespassed upon
1e kindness of members I will make an
pology afterwards. T think Imay fairly
mgratulate the Covernment on the
onest and fair attempt they have made
» keep within the limits of their expendi-
we.  [Mr. Taylor: The limits are pretty
ide.]  Lamits at a time like this must
ecessarily be elastie, beeause things have
een drifting for so long that it is very
ard to say just when the limit of drift
asbeen reached and when it has not. At
1 events I think the Government have
aown a healthy attempt to keep their
dministration costs as low as they pos-
bly ean. The question of the railways
> my mind is so wrapped up with the
‘hole development of Wesfern Australia
1wt it is a point that must take pre-
adence in the minds of most bon. mem-
ers when they Ilnok to the development
f the country. T have always heen in
avour of development by railway ex-
msion wherever there was justification
ar it, I have for years believed in a
olicy of railway extension in the great
‘orth-West; T believe it is absolutely
eeessary for agrienitural development as
ell; and so long as T ean see a reason-
ble hope of getting people into the eoun-
v I am prepared to run lines even hefore
tere are any settlers on the ground.
here is one point in regard to these rail-
avs that has severely exercised the
inds of the publie. 1 refer to the
tes charged in eonnection with the spur
nlways. T am glad indeed to find that
e Government have recognised the
upidity earried on in  regard to
lese  spur rtailways shortly after
iey were bnilt last year. T fake

that these lines are part of a system;
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and though at the beginning they miay
not show the profit we wanld like to see,
still since they are part of the svsien,
the whole railway system of the ecountry
should be prepared lo make up what loss
there is in the imitial development of
these new districts. The sectional re-
iurns asked for by the Leader of the
Opposition may be valnable to a certain
extent in showing just where the losses
are; at the same time I believe the whole
uvf ihe systewn should carry whatever
lusses vecur on partieular branches. T
mean to say that because the goldlields
lines ave showing wore carning power
per nile than agricultural railwavs at
the present time the goldfields people
should not get a smaller rate than other
people. T believe that the goldfields
lines, heing the best paying lines, are
ghle to average up the lines that ave not
50 remunerative.

Mr. Taylor: Whether they ave able to,
they are doing it.

Mr. GULL: T think it is quite right
they should; jnst as much as I think
that the whole of the population of the
State should bear the cost of the loss
and sinking fund on the Goldfields Water
Scheme.

Mr. Taylor: What about the Fremantle:
Harbour Works?

Mr. GULL: That is a unational work.

Mr. Taylor: Just the same thing.

Mr. GULL: There is another point in
dealing with these agricultural railways.
I do not think the enhanced value puton
the lands brought into touch’ with these
railways should be swamped inta ecur-
rent revenue. There are many areas
that may be worth 3s. an acre before the
advent of a railway, whieh if we run a
railway to them may be worth a pound
per acre. I hold that the 15s. added to
the value of the land should not gn to
the Lands Department and be used as
eunrrent revenue. T should like to see
it put aside as a set-off against whatever
loss is made on these railways hefore they
become properly developed. Coming 1o
the question of railway management T
agree that thesystem of a Commissioner
is the hest one, also that one Commissicner
will do as good work as three. I be-
lieve it is only a fair thing to give the pre-
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senf occupant of the position n chance
of proving his worth before going ouf of
the country te impert another man, This
gentleman has been for many years in
the employment of the Govermment and,
prior to that, he was in charge of the
Great Southern Railway, and made an
absolute- success of his work. We have
had aun experience of bringing a gentle-
man from England to fill this position,
and that man was quite as big a failure,
if not a greater one, than he who fol-
lowed bim in the administration of the
depactment.

Mr. Bolton: Would you pay the pre-
sent man £3,000¢

Mr. Taylor : If he can do the work I
would,

Jr. Bollon: But he has been doing the
work for years for £1,000.

Mr. GULL: If you arve going io pay
£3,000 a year to a man from England,
I do not see why you should not give
that salary to the present man if he can
do the work thoroughly and well. L am
in favour also of some system being
adopted for ihe establishment of freez-
ing works in the Not’-West. At the pre-
sent time there is an enormous loss of
weight on stock during transit, and that

is paid  far by the consuming
puhlic,  So  long as  the Govern-
ment safeguard the interests of the

consumer In whatever regulations they
draw up with vegard to these freexing
works I do not care who gets the conces-
sion; but I will reserve to myself the
right to agree to, or disagree to, any pro-
ject for the establishment of works until
I know what regulations are to he pro-
mulgated for their control. I desire to
know that the publie, and not any indi-
. vidual, are going to get the benefit. A
great deal was said the other night about
the action of the Honorary Minister in
importing eattle and sheep from the other
States, The comment was particularly in
evidence because T happened to have heen
in the Eastern States while some of the
stock was being purchased, and the mem-
ber for Mt. Magnet insinuated that T was
either directly or indirectly remunerated
for the services I may have rendered. I
would not take particnlar notice of it only
that the interjeetion which came from the
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hon. member was repeated once or twiee,
and attention was drawn to the faet that
the Minister was not listening te it. Al-
though 1 may pardon that hon, member’s
want of knowledge on very many of the
questions he debates in the House, and
agree that it is a matter for his consti-
tuents so long as he confines himself to
those subjeets of which he may have
gained a smattering of knowledge in dviv-
ing about the Murchison ecountry or at
the camp fire, & is a different matter when
be launches out on such a subject as
the dairying industry. It is only fair to.
myself, in view of the suggestion thrown
out by him, to inform the House exaetly
what [ did in econnection with the pur-
chasing of tlis stock. Speaking the other
night the hon. member said that for the.
industry of dairying to be successfully
earried on it would be necessary to estab-
lish a number of creameries, and that the:
eloser they weve to the factories the more
prosperous wounld be the industry. He
also said that the larger the nummber of
creameries the better, and added that the
Honorary Minister wanted the farmers
to seatter over a radins of about 30 miles,
and cavry milk to the ereameries. Irre-
spective of the lgnorance displayed in
advoeating the importation of silos to
teach the farmers how ta grow them, the
hon. member shonld at all events have
kenown that, in the wpatter of ereameries,
they are absolutely out of date in con-
neetion with the dairying industry. The
home separator has taken the place of the
creamery, and instead of the farmer hav-
ing to go his 10 or 15 wiles twice a day,
and thereby be prevented from attending
to the duties incidental to a mixed farm,
hig eream is now taken into the factory
perliaps only twice a week. Probably
the hon. member will read up a little
more carefully on the subjeet hefore he
hazards these suggestions in the future.
[Ar. Bath ; In one of the biggest dis-
triets in Australia the milk is taken in
twice a day.] That is an absolutely
obsolete system, and the home separator
has taken the place of the creamery. Re-
ferring onee more to the purchase of the
cows, the hon. member said that at the
fime the Weslern Australian agent was in
Melbourne the Queensland Government
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liad sent 2 man over to buy stock for

report that, with the exceptiun of a few
cows at a price of about £15, there were
just as good stoek in bis own eountry as
there were in Vietoria. 1 will give you
some of the prices that existed at sales
of stock about that time at three or four
of the leading country markets in Vie-
toria. At Dandenong on June 25th,
springers—if 1he hon. member knows
what they are—sold from £7 13s, {v £5 ;
at Bchuca on June 29th springers sold up
to £6 11s., and at Moree on June 24th the
price  was between £7 and £8; at
Werribee the price was £7 10s. If the
Queensland expert were looking for herd
cows suitable for the ordinary farm and
contemplated paying £15a head for them,
it was no wonder that he was recalled
without having sueceeded in his mission;
but if, on the other hand, as I presume
“from the price which was quoted, he was
looking for pure bred stock, he was as
much below the average in that as he
was above the average in the other in-
stance. Before passing on from the
dairying question, 1 may say that I fully
agree with the system propounded by
the Honorary Minister. T have some
knowledge of the question, and I have
proved from iy own experience that I
can produce more milk per head from
mny own herds in Western Australia than
I could froin any herd in Australasia.
I think that the qguestion of whether
dairying is going to pay or not depends
entirely on the feed for the ecattle. If
the farmers here—-and I want to say this
as a sort of waming to those intending
to toke cows from the department—think
that they are going to run a dairy in the
ordinary negligent way that farmers are
prone to adopt, the less they have to do
with the industry the better. If on the
ofher hand they are prepared io =ave
many tons of their crops and see that
ileir catlle receive good feed, then they
will make a suecess of if. 1t is entirely
a question of feed. and this remurk ap-
plies more in Western Australia than in
the other States. 1 was surprised when
travelling in the East ta notice, even in
some of the much-hoomed dairying coun-
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try in Vietoria, the absolute neglect of
the ordinary feeding arrangements,

Mr. Collier: What disiricts are you
referring to?

Mr. GULL: T passed through a good
many of them; for instance there was

Gippsland.
Mr. Collier: There is no dairving
there.

Mr. GULL: I went through the wesi-
ern districts, Sale, Echuca, Euwroa and
various others. If the Victorian far-
mers were to pay a little more attention
to gelting good feed for their stock, the
Intter export of Vietoria would inerease
by 30 per cent. With regard to the
wining industry, I am in favour of the
suggestion that encourazementi should be
given to prospectors, and approve of
the proposal made by one of the mem-
bers of the Opposition thatone of the very
best aids to the prospector is to see that
he gets a mintinum rent, that his survey
fees are very much decreased or even
vmilted altogether, and that he is ex-
empted from roads board taxation. We
find a miner’s or an ordinary prospec-
tor’s show seventy, eighty or a hun-
dred miles out in the bush, being taxed
for roads board pwposes and the money
spent in the town where the board meet.
If there is any justification at all for
agsisting the individual prospector, I say
thal justificalion is best expressed by re-
dueing his rents and his survey fees. On
the land tax question T will take up the
position 1 took last session, only per-
haps a little more strongly. I will alto-
gether oppose the land tax. [Mr. Taylor:
That settles it.] It ¢oes, so far as I
am econeerned. Our deficit of £220,000
has set by the ears half the people of
this eountry and balf the members of
this House. [Mr. Bolton: All of us
have not herds.] Well, apply for them
to the Agricaltural Department. where
You can get them cheap. My views on
this atter are horne out by investiza-
tion. The more fully I look inio it, the
«leager it is that with a dual system of
roads board taxation and Government
land tax, there will arise a discrepancy
which does not appeal to me in the
slightest. Some of the hoards rate them-
selves highly.  Aceording to the Min-
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ister for Works (Hon. J. Price}, in his
speech the other night, the boards have
done well this year by raising some
£16,000 or £17,000 more than they raised
last year. At the same time the Min-
ister admits that those boards spent in
administration £17,000 odd. Last year,
bear in mind, they raised £16,000 or
£17.000 more than they raised the year
bhefore.

The Minister for Works: No; the
£17,000 applies to the year ending 30th
Jane, 1906. The increase of last year's
collection is for the year ending June,
1907. which T estimated at Detween
£16.,000 and £17,000.

Myr. GULL: That is praetically what
I was saying. Before that increase, the
amount of their rating was practically ex-
ceeded by the cost of their administration.
That resulted from some of the boards, a
good many of them, not fulfulling their
obligations. There is no reason in the
world why the whole of them should not
rate themselves fairly, and I am quite
at one with the Minister in any legisla-
tion he may introduce to bring all the
boards to a sense of their duty. At the
sune time I realise that when a boavd
s taxing itself, as in some instances, up
to 214d. in the pound, and declaring the
unimproved value, in instances I know
of, up to £10 an acve, T say there is little
roona for a land tax on top of that. If
the roads boards will fulfil their obliga-
tions there will be a saving to the Gov-
ernment, inasmuech as the boards will
construet their own works, will eollect
their own rates, and the Government
will need no machinery for eollecting a
land tax: all they will have to do fo
square accounts will be to eut down the
amount of the subsidies. 1 cannot see
any reason for imposing a land tax on
the country to colleet £60,000 or £80,000,
in order to hand it back in the shape
of annnal grants to roads heards. I
gshould mueh prefer to see those boards
compelled to raise the £60,000 or £70,000,
and spend it as they choose in their own
distriets, rather than see the money
raised by the whole country and handed
over to the boards to expend. I wish to
compliment the Minister for Works on
his perceiving this session what he would
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not pereeive last session. On the ques
tion of the Mundaring catehment are
I made a motion in this House, and wa
mast  eonsistently laughed out by th
whole of the members, who would nc
listen to me, and said my suggestion wa
absolutely absurd. [Mr. Taylor : Di
not I defend: yow 9] I think you helpe
me. [Mr. Tayler : That was your ruin.
This session I find the Minister is pre
pared to do exactly what I asked hir
to do last year. 1 c¢ompliment him o
his having acquired wisdom, and av
pleased to offer him my best thanks.
The Minister for Works : Did you no
propose a reseinding of vegulationsq
Mr. GULL: No; I proposed s fai
taking over, a fair purchase to get th
settlers out of the way. I must compl
ment the Minister for Lands (Hon. »
J. Moore} on the splendid year’s wor
done by his department. We fn
800,000 acres taken up this year, and
think that speaks volumes for the de
partmental energy. It i3 a hopefi
sign; and so long as we ean continue t
get people to take up year after yea
such areas as that, we need have n
fear. Af the same time, if I weve takin
up land, T would sooner zive the Goven
men £10 an acre for land cleared of ii
timber than give them £2 for uncleave
land and have to spend only £3 ov £
to clear it. With people in this Stat
time is of the essence of the eonbrae
We are sertously hehind the othe
States in our development, and to as
seleetors Lo go to the South-Western dis
tricts and {o make a satisfaetory suecces
out of that forest country is practicall
absurd. [t will take two or three gene
rations to mnke aoything like a decen
farm in the heavily-timbered country
It would pay the selector infinitely bei
ter to give the Government the full cos
of the elearing, in addition to the cos
of the Jand, lhe payments, with interes
being extended. rather than for him t
o down there and slog away for th
rest of his mnatural life, with Lttle t
show for bis labour. Whatever mone
the House and the country are prepare
to spend on immigration T should rathe
see devoted fo land clearing. Make th
conditions enticing. advertise your coun
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o well, and immigration will toilow.
me more point in connection with our
e, T orefer to the cul-out area~ on
1e limber coneessions. It is very well
v say that Aillars’ have an undoubted
ight 1o hold those cuncessions till the
arm is up. 1 know that; but L know
lso that a fair proposal might be made
y them, not necessarily of aere for acre,
ut of an uncut furest for a much
wrger area of cut-out forest.  They
ve entitled to  hold  whai they
ave ; I wish to heavens they were
ot; and they are entitled tv hold the
at-out areas. It we eould redeem a
at-out area of say 5,000 acres by giv-
1z them 1,000 aeres of forest country
£ an equivalent, I think we should for
md settleent purposes be making a
vod “deal” On wany of the areas,
uch as fhe large area around Jarrah-
ale, I hear constantly vt men who are
nxious to go on the land, but they are
locked; and theugh that porfion of the
ountry is practically cut out, there is
v hope of its being seitled. I am fully
live to the fact that the timber com-
ranies are holding those areas because
hey would not like their London share-
wlders to think that their assets were
eing curtailed. The London shareholder
mderstands that his company holds, we
vill say, a million acres, [Mr. Collier:
1e is a greedy animal.] He is, but he
wlds his shares on that nnderstanding
[herefore if yvou were fv tell Inm that
1e should give wp 500,000 acres after
he timber was cut out, he would not
inderstand the proposition. He lives too
‘ar away to realigse that such land is no
onger of use to him. [f the Govern-
nent can formulate some seheme of offer-
ng a portion of uncut forest for a much
arger portion of cut-out forest, we shall
lo much more than we are doing now
0 clear land for agrienltural settlement.
A few words more on the question of the
lepression of which I hear =0 much; and
there is undoubtedly a certain depres-

sin, the reason for which is nut far to.

seek. This  counfry s net produeing
suflicient food-stuffs for iis own renuire-
ments, conserquently we have to pay for
them to other countries. We are paving
every day for imported artides (hat we
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should be producing in our own eountry;
hence direclly we cease to pour into
Western Australia borrowed money to
take the place of the money which is
drifting away every week to purchase
food-stuffs. there is a depression, which
can only be brought to an end by folluw-
ing the lines laid down by the Honorary
Minister in charge of the Agricultural
Departinent (Hon. J. Mitehell)—push-
ing agricultural development in this State
to the farthest limit we can possibly
reach. t'ntil that time we shall have
periods of depression. Usually in our
so-calied good times, loan muney is being
expended and people say that things are
splendid.  Just one farther matter, in
regard to Federation, of which I am not
very proud. The member for Coolgavdie
(Mr. Eddy}, in speaking the other night,
actually attributed the wonderful gold
production to Federation; and he went
on to show that every vear since Federa-
tion the gold yield bas gone up. I am
not going to deal with the Federation
question to-night, for I have no doubt
that during this session we shall hear far-
ther on this subject. T have no doubt
many Ministers will also reconsider their
position in this matter. 1 am sure rhat
after their recent exeursion to the Bris-
bane (Conference they will bave convie-
tivn added to conviction that there is
nue hope for Western Australia getting
a fatr deal. The reason why members
an the Opposition side are so keen on
Federation is that they wish to get ihe
control of the whole legislation of Aus-
tralia through the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, It is not so easy to eollar all
the Governments one by one; and that is
the reason why the Labour party are
2o fond of their ideal of Federation, for
the descire of the party primarily i= to
wet control of legislation through the
Federal Government. We  shall  hear
more of this matter later on, and T am
sure that members of the Ministry will
at all events be more lenient to us this
time. T will not say more lenient. be-
cause they were tryving to vole against
their convictions the last time; but in-
stead of a few of them being behind the
dais they will vote with those whom thex
agree with. I do not know that any
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apology is necessary for the time T have
taken up, and I thank members for the
kindly consideration they have given me.

Me W, C.ANGWIN (East Fremantle) :
The Governor’s Speech opened with an
apology for not ealling Parliament to-
rether in Februavy.,  That apology was
made under a very limited exeuse., The
annonneement that a session was to he
held in TFebruary is one of the worst
advertisements this State ever had. There
is not the least doubt in my mind that
statement was the means of keeping away
a very large number of subseribers from
the publie to our loan. Any person giv-
ing the matter thought must have rea-
lisedd that to call a special session of
Parliament together for the purpose of
raising the small amount of revenue that
the Treasurer staled would be raised—
such a statement going before the world
wonld, and did, in my opinion, act ad-
versely to the interests of the State. This
to my mind showed that, at that time—
thix was in December last—the Minisiry
did not vealise the position of responsi-
bility which they held. If they had done
so. after passing the large Loan Esti-
nettes through the House, they would not
have made the statement that a speeial
sexsion would be necessary in Fehruary.
I have no doubt that some of those whao
snppurted the Ministry had in the mean-
time pointed eut that by holding a speeial
sesslom In February Western Australia
wonld fare worse than we should do by
leaving the matter alone. Then it was
stated that the Government intended to
hold the ordinary session in May. A
postponement was made for the purpose
of aliowing some of our Ministers to at-
tend the Conference of Premiers. 1 may
say that I differ from some of those in
Opposition in what they have stated on
this question. T bhelieve if Ministers lad
not attended that Conference Western
Australia would have fared worse than we
shall do under Federation. I helieve that
by constantly drilling into these in autho-
rity in the other States the necessity of
giving speeial facilities to Western Aus-
tralia, by that means only we shall get
the dpes to which this State is justly
entitled. I am pleased indeed that the
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Premicr dil see his way to attend the
Confereuce in Brisbane, and I hope the
result will be of benefitt to the State in
the future. T deeply regret the antago-
nism taken up by a number of members
in this House to Federation. At the time
the referendum was taken I was per-
sonally opposed to entering the Federal
eompaet with the other States. I helieved
then it would be detrimental to the 1in-
terests of the State for many years if
Western Austealia federnted, more espec-
tally in regard to owr industries. But the
people of the State decided by a very
large majority—and most members in the
House lelieve that the majority should
rule—that it was to the interests of Aus-
tralia as a whole that this State should
enter the Federation. Seeing this is so,
we shoald give Federation a fair trial
before we take any steps to endeavour to
break the bonds now uniting us. I can-
not help drawing attention te remarks
made by o representative in another place
who took every opportunity, more par-
ticularly arcund Fremantle, to place he-
fore the people the conditions to be
anined [rom entering the Federal Union.
He was out night after night telling the
people that they would have almost free
living; hut we are now told by this mem-
ber that some of those who took such a
firm stand in 189 are among those who
wish to hreak the honds that now unite us.
The membher for Swan (M. Gull}, as well
as the member of another place to whowm
I have heen referring, has told us why
there is o much antagonism to Federa-
tion. The member of another place said,
“I regret that an old friend of this
country in the person of Sir John For-
rest is the person who has brought down
these proposals which will have such o
detrimental effect on this State.” He was
speaking then of the taking over of our
State debts and other matters that arve
likely to aet defrimentally to Western
Australta. But a few moments after-
wards lie showed his true colonrs, and
while he regretted that a statesman like
Sir Julin Forrest wounld bring down mea-
sures detrimental to this State, he
said if it had not heen for Sir
John  Forrest we should be dis-
franchised i the TFederal Parliament.
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Y however think it would be hetter for
fhis Siate to be disfranchised in the
Federal Parliament rather than have a
person there representing us and bring-
ing down measures which are detrimental
to 1his State. That shews that the one
objeclion raised against Federation so
far as the future i concerned—aceording
to the member for Swan and the gentle-
man I have referred to—is that a ma-
jority of the people chose to send to the
Federal Parliament members in whom
they conld put the most trust. T notice
it is the intention of the Government to
do their utmost to open up the North-
West portion of the State. 1 helieve
with the Government that it is advisahle
to try an experiment in that direction
and I think, with the Minister for Mines,
that it is necessary for the Government
to try if possible to give cheaper ship-
ping facilities to that great district. We
have to realise that not long ago an
agreement was enfered info—it was con-
demned considerably at the time on ac-
count of the subsidy attached thereto—
which was the means of redueing the
fares somewhat. We find that last year
the Treasurer almost shook hands with
himself that he had been the means of
miving greater shipping facilities to the
North-West coast without mueh addi-
tional charge to the State. In looking
into this matter earefnlly we find that
instead of that action doing good to the
State there is a probability of it being
a luss. We find that the shipping com-
bine—that is the term those engaged in
the shipping trade to the North-West are
commonly known bhy—were charging to
take general cargo to Carmarvon 32s 6d.
per ton, but ancther firm came in and
said, “If wou will subsidise us to the
amount of £1,000 per annum, we will
reduce the charge for peneral cargo to
20z, per ton.” No douht, subsidising
this steamboat to go to Carnarven will
be the means of inereasing trade to Car-
narvon, and it will also he the means of
induecing the Government to take steps
to suhsidise steamers to go farther north
than Carnarvon. But the Government
then sent for those connected with the
shipping combination, and we find a
cenileman by the name of Mr. Moxon
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and a gentleman by the name of M.
Carter and olhers waiting in deputation
on the Government. They said: ° We
will reduce the charges to the people of
Carnarvon for 12 months to the sum of
20s. per ton without subsidy.”” That is,
all exeept the Adelaide Steamship Com-
pany who had the mail contract. We
see that it paid them to remove any op-
position that then existed, because once
the opposition was removed it would be
the means of prices being hrounght up
again. I thought I would strike a com-
parison hetween the fares charged hy
the shipping companies trading to the
North-West ports of Western Australia
and the fares eharged by the shipping
eompanies trading north of Brishane on
the Queensland coast, and I find a con-
siderable difference. The fares from
Fremantle to Geraldton 210 miles ave,
single saloon £2, veturn £3 10s. The
figures arve supplied on the Government
file of the 12th July, 1906. From Bris-
bane to Bundaberg 272 miles, the fares
are single saloon £1 25, 6d., return
£1 13s., just balf the fares from Fre-
mantle to Geraldton., These are the
figures I have drawn up. Fremantle to
Sharks Bay 410 miles, single saloon
£4 10s,, veturn £7 10s.; Brishane to Rock-
hampton 472 miles, single saloon £2, re-
turn £3; Fremantle to Carnarvon Roads
484 miles, single saloon £5 10s., return
£9; Brisbane to Mackay 540 miles, single
saloon £4 10s., return £6 10s.; Fremantle
te Ashburton Roads 764 miles, single
saloon £7 15s., return £13; Brishane to
Townsville 745 miles, single saloon £5,
return £9; Fremantle to Cossack Roads
944 miles, single saloon £9 3s., return
£15; Brishane to Port Douglas 945 miles,
single saloon £7, return £11. Port Hed-
land is the port where it is the intention
of the Government I bhelieve to start a
new railway to Marble Bar, and mno
doubt in the near future it will be a
port largzely availed of not only by pas-
sengers but also for goods traffie, so that
it will be necessary if it is the intention
of the Government to open up the
North-West in the manner stated, that
faves for passengers and rates for carge
should be brought down io the proper
rate so that people will have proper
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facilities to ecarry the goods to Port
Hedland to use the railway. Port Hed-
land is 1,004 iles from Fremantle; the
single saloon fave from Fremantle to
Port HFedland is £10 10s., and the ve-
turn is £17 10s., while from Brisbane to
Cooktown, 1,008 miles, the single saloun
is £7 20s., and the return £12 15s. So
it goes on econtinually” right up to the
whole of the eoast to Wyndham, showing
that the passenger rates on the Western
Australiancoast are from one-third to one-
haif more than the fares eharged on the
Queensland coast. Therate for carrying
cargo from Fremantle to Port Hedland
is 43s. per ton, whereas from Brisbane
to Cooktown it is 30s, per ten. With
these eharges in their minds I hope the
meimnbers of the Ministry will go inte
the matter carefully wicth the Minister
for Mines, and I trust that his wishes
in regard to this matter will be put into
force. If we wish Lo develop the trade
of Western Australia or if we wish to
retain our Lrade, the Government should
subsidise a line of steamers on our
coasts, but I would rather prefer that
they should take up their own shipping
and run it in the same manner as we
run our railways. There is no doubt
that every convenience In regard to
charges goes to those who trade outside
the State, because we know a large por-
tion of the trade of the northern ports
comes from Singapore, and that a large
portion of the trade of our southern
ports comes from Adelaide. Counse-
quently if we wish to develop the State
it is uecessarv we should go carvefully
intn the shipping charges to the ports
ou our coasts. We have heard a good
deal during this debate in regard to
agricultural development, and the Hono-
rary Minister has received a good deal
of patting on the back. The Minister
reminds me very much of a child with
too manyv toys. He takes one for a
little while and suddenly leaves it and
roes to something else. Consequently,
while one gives him pleasure for a short
period. we find it thrown away for some-
thing new. I only hope the Minister
wili keep at one of these things he has
in view to whieh T regret no particular
attention has been given in the Gover-
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nor’'s Speech. I refer to eool stor-
agre in connection with the port of
Fremantle, It iz one of the toys I
hape he will play with until he has car-
ried it into effeet.  The Minister re-
ferred to this matter very carefully. He
stated that everytbing he could do he
wished to earry into effeet. I can only
say that some four or five yews awo
plans were drawn, and 1 believe tenders
were ¢alled for the eonsiruetion of abat-
toirs, 1 believe the plans were put on
one side for a little while until a super-
intendent of abattoivs was appointed.
That officer has been appointed now
cluse on two years, but we find no men-
tion in the Governor's Speech of (he
eonstrucetion of abattoirs for the metro-
politan area. We know that there are
to be abattoirs at Kalgoorlie, and that
acemrding to the Press reports they are
required, But they are also required in
the melropelitan area, and while we
have lieard so much in regard to cool
storage plants that are to he placed in
almost every port, there is no state-
ment whatever in the Governor’s Speech
that any step is to he taken in con-
nection with the matter this year.
I trust that if the Government are
wenning in  thelr promise to pro-
vide eold storage for the export
trade they will take the matter in hand,
put it on the Estimates (his year and
provide ceol storage at Fremantle. Tt
is just as well to finish with Fremantle
while T am on it. T wich at this stage
to eongratulate the members on the Op-
position side on the pressure they hrought
on the Government to carry out their
wishes in regard to the eonstruction of
the Fremantle dock. I was rather dis-
appointed in regard to the site. [Mr.
Bolton: Tt is a good site.] At the sawme
time 1 realise that it is the site chosen
by fhe engineer, and I think it is the
duty of any member of this House when
an  engineer decides the hest place to
carry oat a work of this deseription, to
try not to raise any obstacles to the work
heiny carvied into effect nn that site thus
chozen. The member for North Perth
hrought iy an outside enwineer, but [
maintain that no man sheuld know mere
about the requirements of this port than
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one connected with its work for many
vears. In these cireumstances I wish to
assure the Government and the Minister
for Works that so far as I am con-
cerned I shall do everything possible to
assist in carrying their proposal into
eflect. {JMr. Scaddan: You will haveto
wait for a general elechion before you
wet a doek.] Members on the Opposi-
tion side are so anxious to have this
work carried oui, that I trust the Min-
ister for Works will bring in his Bill at
once. While I agree with the necessity
for the eonstruction of a dock at Fre-
mantle, at the same time I trust the Gov-
ernment will keep the gontrol of the dock
once it is constructed. 1 disapree entire-
Iy to handing over to boards or trusts
any properties for control. I maintain
the Government can control its work far
betier than any hoard (hey may bring
intu existence. Duoring the past 12
months the Government have found it
necesary to call on the Harbour Trust
to raize revenue at Fremanile. We know
that the revenue derived to-day from ths
port of Fremantle would not have: been
raised had it not been for the pressure
brought by the Government. It shows
clearly that as far as the control of the
Harbour Trust is concerned it is neces-
sary that the Government should have
some power in the control of the Trust’s
funds. We know that the Harbour Trust
if they could Lave avoided making these
charges would have done so. Il was ex-
pressed verv clearly in the columns of
the Press at the time that the public were
to bear n mind that it was not the Har-
bour Trust who were enforeing the extra
charges, but it was the Government who
must lalke the whole of the responsibility.
The Governmeni had used their power
under the Act, but if the Harbour Trust
had had their way. the charges wounld not
have been made. Those are not the
actnal words but it is the meaning of
the paragraph, inspired no doubt by the
Harbour Trust, appearing over the same
of the Trust’s secretary. There is an-
other reason why the Harbou: Trust
should not have econtrel over a work such
-as this doek. I refer to the unnecessary
expenditure incurred I believe with the
permission of the Tabour Government
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who were then in power, but ou the ad-
vice tendered hy the Harbour Trost and
on the adviee of those who ecalled them-
selves experts and koew the requirements
of the port. 1am speaking of the eranes
and electric capstans which have been
erected at very large cost at Fremantle.
I believe that ihe elegtric capstans are
going to be removed from the wharves;
they have been of no use, and have really
been white elephants and consequently
a great loss to this Siate, Acecording to
the commercial men of the port, the
cranes erected on the wharves will not
earu the interest on capital for many
Years to come. When the work of the
dock is to be carried out we should not
put the control in the hands of such a
body as the Fremantle Harbour Trust.
Just before the last elections for the
Legislative Council we found thaé the
chairman of that Tryst, who is the
saviour of the State aceording to some
members, wanted to resign his position;
the Government of the day thought that
the State would go to ruin if we lost
that gentleman, and they fell on his neck
and almost kissed him, pointing out to
him the great loss the State would sustain
if he retived. That was noething more
than a ruse in conneetion with the then
approaching Parliamentary elections in
order to show to the State or to the
people of Framantle what a fine man they
had, and how wrong it would be if he
were allowed to vetire from the position.
That gentleman was veturned to Parlia-
ment. A few months ago he again ex-
pressed his desire to resign the position
and the Government again fell on his
neck and asked him not to resign, and
said if he wounld not they would give him
a commission (he was about to visit the
old country) to travel all over the world,
see the various ports, and obtain all the
information he possibly eould in regard
to the management of harbours. [The
Premier: At his own expense.] I wuas
about to say that it would be very inter-
esting to know how much the State was
going to pay for this inspection, but I
will now take the Premier's word for it
that he is not tobe paid. At all events, I
only hope that such is the case,. We have
in England to-day an experienced con-
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sulting engineer, and if it is necessary
for any information to he obtained with
regard to the harbours of this State it
would be far better that it should be
received from the responsible officer
rather than from a man who has ne
responsibility whatever. [Mr. Bath: He
takes all the kudos for the good work
performed by the seeretary and officers
of the Trust.] I noticed also in the
Governor’s Speech that the Government
intend to bring down a Bill to amend the
electoral laws.  All will realise that what
is required in regard to this question is
a Bill that everyone can understand, and
that the simpler it is made the better.
‘We have been told that under the new
Bill there is to be some system of pre-
ferential voting. I will suggest to the
Minister in charge of the Bill that he
should immediately place on the table of
the House a copy of the proposed new
measnre so that members may become
eonversant with it. It is very essential
that members shonld be thoroughly ae-
quainted with the measure before they
have to deal with it in the Hounse. We
not only desire to deal with the purifying
of the rolls, but we also want to purify
those persons who take part in elections.
[The Premier: The candidates too?] It
is neeessary to bring into effeet a clause
having for its object the purifying of
persons who take part in elections, so
that care ean he taken that these persons
who have been appointed to honourable
positions under commission by the Gov-
ernment and do not earry oul their work
in a pure, upright and just manner, can
he prevented from continuing their dirty
work. T also notice that it is the mten-
tion of the Governmeni to bring down a
Bill to provide for the hetter snpervision
of the liquor traffic, and that in this
measure there is to be embodied the
prineiple of local option. The Premier
when speaking at Bunbury dealt with this
matter, and stated thal the Government
would bring in a Bill for loeal option.
We were subsequently told at Kalgoorlie
that this Bill was also intended to provide
for a system of Sunday opening of pub-
lic honses. [Mr. Scaddan: Hear, hear.]
I trust wembers will uot take such a baek-
ward step.
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Mr, Scaddan: T hope they will,

The Attorney General: Why do you
liope that?

Mr. ANGWIN: While I have been in
this House I have heard a good deal,
especially from members who represent
the goldlields, as to preventing Sunday
labour. I trust that those who are trving
their utmost to prohibit it will not agree
to open the hotels on Sundays and there-
by increase the labour of a large number
of persons.

Mr. Scaddan: You decrease Sunday
labour if you have limited Lours during
whieh the hotels are open.

Mr. ANGWIN: The hon, member has
never been in placés where they have cer-
tain hours during which hotels are open
on Sundays.

The Attorney General: Do yon believe
in the Sunday thirst?

My, ANGWIN: I Dbelieve there is a
proper way of treating it, but that is not
by having the hotels open on Sundays.
I also see that it is intended to amend the
Public Service Act. In dealing with this
question T vegret very mueh that in the
past the Public Service Act has not been
administered as I (hink it should have
heen. Tt is a great pity that those eon-
neeted with the asylums and gnols are not
hrought under the provisions of the Act.
Before a man ean he engaged as a war-
der at an asylum he has te undergo three
vears training and to hold a certificate for
competency. Until he receives that he
i5 not ranked as a warder, and in such
circumstanees I maintain that it shiould
not be at the disposal of any one person,
also a public service officer, to dismiss a
person or to infliet penalties without
wiving him any right of appeal. [ have
known cases where the penalties have
been altogether too heavy, several in-
stanees having oceurred where girls have
been fined £5 for very slight errors in
their duties. and vet therr salary only
amounts to bhetween £36 and £40 a vear.
All sueh officers should be given the right
ta be placed under the Public Service Aet.
We know very well that a great eomplaint
in regard to the Aect is that there i nat
an apportunity afforded to persens in .
authority of giving positions to [heir
friends. Fov lhe sake of the Public Ser-
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having control of the varions departments,
it is advisable to keep all appointments
clear from political influence, and this
can be done by placing all branches of the
service under the Public Service Commis-
sioner. The pext item dealt with is that
with regard to the control of health. I
was hoping that the Minister in charge
of the Act would bring doewn a consolidat-
ing neasure this year so that the whole
mznagement of the health matters could
Le discussed. We chould wipe away the
incubus ecalled the Central Board of
Health. It would be far better instead of
going to the expense of having a number
of lay members appointed from outside
the public service to positions on the
Central Board of Health, to seleci addi-
tional inspectors for the Heaith Depart-
ment, and have the whole branch managed
entirely under Ministerial control. If it
is neeessary to have the Central Board of
Health there are sufficient expert officers
in the publie service to form a far better
hoard than the present one. Such a
haard wonld carry very much greater
weight with the local boards and very
much more good would he done. T think
that the whole of the management as far
as the control of health affairs is con-
cerned, shonld be left to the local hoards
with due inspection by Government offi-
cinls. If that were done the local hoards
would work mueh better. T am very glad
indeed to see that the Minister intends to
hring down a Bill to amend the Workers'
Compensation Act.  Those who come
from Fremantle koow well that great
hardships exist in connection with the
working of the Aect at present.

Mr. Bath: You do not know what the
amendments are yet and your compli-
ments may he too carly.

Afr. Baolion: The amendments
been foreshadowed.

Mr. ANGWIN: Tt is necessary that
an alteration should be made in the pre-
sent svstem, whereby if a man who is
waorking for an employer for one day a
week meets with an aceident while he is
an duty he can only get compensation
under the Aect amounting to half the
wages he earns on that one day.

have

(14)
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ier: Provision i3 made for

Mr. ANGWIXN: It eertainly needs al-
teration. I am going to ask the Attorney
General to put a clause into the Bill so
as to prohibit solicitors who will appear
before the court when a ease is tried,
fromm appointing their eclerks as asses-
sors. This, I think, shows very had
taste indeed; and when we know that
such things are done we should try to
prohibit them, I therefore trust that in
future we shall prohibit the clerks of
solicitors who are bringing before the
court cases under the Workers’ Compen-
sation Act from sifting as assessors.
This very thing happened not long ago
at Fremantle, and I regret that the award
drawn up after the sitting of the court
was not in accordance with the court’s
judgment. YWhen a solicitor happens to
be successful in a case, and draws up an
award and gets his clerk to sign it, only
two signafures cut of three Dbeing neces-
sary, one is led to suspeet, rightly or
wrongly, that everything is not so straight
as it should be. I wish to draw the at-
tention of the Minister for Works (Hon,
J. Price) to a matter concerning the Fre-
mantle water supply. Some time ago,
on the outskirts of Fremantle, it was
found advisable hefove the reticulation of
the seheme was extended to levy an extra
rate on persons who wished to use the
water. That system obtains to-day as it
did when the agreement was entered into
a year or two back, when the water was
first taken to the outskirts of the town.
But T think the time has arrvived when
the whole of the Fremantle distriet
should be put on one footing.  There
should be no distinetion. A small prop-
erty on the outskirts supplied with water
from the Fremantle scheme, should he
rated on exaetly the same basis asa large
building in the cenire of the town. I
realise that in a large central building
very little water is used, though the
charge is very high; and while the Gov-
ernment save in the case of large huild-
ings, they provide also that there shall
be no loss on outlying properties, which
must pay a higher rate if the valuation

is not in the opinion of the Government
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sulficient to pay for the water at the or-
dinary rate.

The Minister for TWorks: The eustom
in veeue at Fremantle as regards house-
hold retieulation, is exactly the same as
under all the other Government water
schemes.

Mr. ANGWIN. If the Fremantle
Water Scheme involved a loss to the
State, I could understand the adherence
to this system; but 1 notice from the
last report, tabled the otber day, that for
the last half year of 1906, after paying
3t per cent. sinking fund and 3% per
cent. interest, the sum of £1,103 0s. 6d.
represented a profit to the consolidated
revenue. Seeing that the water scheme
is profitable te the Stale, everysire should
he rated on the same basis. If there
were a loss, I should hesitate to make
this request to ihe Alinister; but we find
that from 1901 until last year every year
gshows a handsome profit, therefore I
think myself justified in asking that the
same rate should be charged throughout
the whole area served. The member for
Greenough (Mr. Stone) referred to the
manner of distributing the charities vote,
Some few years ago, on eve7 public
platfora, those opposed to old age pen-
sions mentioned that the Gcvernment
provided cash pavments to pecple who
found it neeessarv to seek Siate relief.
If the Government will investizate this
question they will find that some persons
receiving relief in the shape of rations,
are of sueh an age that a few shillings
a week wounld be far better Ffor them
than the rations supplied Iy various
tradesmen on ovders issued by the de-
partmental officers. 1 believe that office
expenses could thus bz coustlerably re-
duced, and greater satisfa-tion given to
those who unfortunately h-ve to seek
relief. T have never known one instance
in which relief has been relnsed, but
cash relief has been refused aad rations
substituted; and [ agree with the member
for Greemough that the Government
should see whether they cannot give cash
relief in the future and as far as pos-
sible avoid rations. The Minister for
Works, speaking the other night of the
large areas of unused land adjoining our
railways, disagreed with an interjection
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to the effeet that we should bring those
areas into use. I maintain that through-
out this State where persons whe have
taken up land lLave not earried out the
compulsory conditions of improvewent,
it is the duty of the Government to con-
fiseate; to put into operation the for-
feiture provisions, to compel the holders
to effeet tlie improvements. It is known
that around the Chapman area a littie
while ago a large portion of the land
was repurchased for settlement ; and it
is known to-day that the land so
purchased for agrienltural settlement
is being used by the people who sold it
to the Government; and those people are
running sheep on it, as they were prior
to the sale. When the compulsory con-
ditions ave not complied with it is the
duty of the Government to say, “If vou
do not use the land, we shall hand it
over to someone who will.”

The Ainister for Works: Those es-
tates at the Chapman were freehold.
There were no immprovement conditions
attached to them.

My, ANGWIN : I refer to land taken
up under compulsory improvement con-
ditions.

The Premier: What have the Govern-
ment done fo remedy that 9 On every
lithograph issued the date of approval
of the application appears; and anyone
who has a lithograph of a loeality can
see whether a Dbloek should be liable to
forfeiture,

Mr. ANGWIN: Will that take effect
in respect of lands alienated previously,
or only from to-day ?

The Premier : It takes effeet from
about six months ago.

My, ANGWIN: The lands of which
I spoke were purchased for agrieultnral
purposes, and 1 hear on the hest autho-
rity that some of the land held arouumdl
these areas would suffice for the seitle-
ment of over a thousand families. T
have been told that it is tlie best wheat-
growing land in the State; and I main-
tain that the Government should take
action. If the land is being dummied
and no improvements cifecied under the
purchase conditions, I maintain that the
Governmeni should try if possible to
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have the land brought under proper cul-
livation.

The Premier: 1 inquire into every case
reported to me, whether or not the re-
port is anenymous.

Mr. ANGWIN: I notice that when
the Honorary Minister in charge of the
Department of Agriculture was in the
district he made use of these words:
It was a thousand pities that such
valuahle country elose to railway facili-
ties and a port should be given over to
the maintenance of a few sheep.” I
think it is necessary that the Minister
shonld get some information in vegard
to the areas I have mentioned. I refer
to the Bowes avex, and to Appertarra,
where, T have been informed on the best
authority, the land has been dummied,
aml no improvement condifions have
been carried out. I have also heen
told that in varvious parts of the State
these conditions have never been ful-
filled. Land has been held on condition
that £1 an acre should be expended on
improvements, whereas not sixpence has
been expended.

The Premier © (ive one instance, so
that we may inquire. What is the use of
vague statements?  As a matter of fact,
I was, two years ago, travelling over the
area you mention, and it struck me the
holders were not fulfilling the condi-
tiong. On my return I instructed Mr,
Thompson, the Inspeetor of Conditional
Purehases, to make a full examinafion
and io see whether the conditions had
heen fulfilled. But under the con-
ditions existing wp to the new amending
Land Aci, a man need effect no im-
provements for the first eight years, ex-
eept to put a ring fence round his hold-
ing.

Mr. ANGWIN: Some of this land
has not even been fenced since it was
subdivided. No money whatever has
been expended on if. I am pleased to
hear the Premier say that he will take
steps.

The Premier: T have taken them.

Mr. ANGWIN: I hope they will be
snecessfn), and that a large area now
Iving idle adjacent to onr railways will
he thrown open for settlement. There
will then be no necessitv to place our
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immigrants on land 30 or 40 miles from
our railways, when we have unnsed land
such as 1 have mentioned. I do moi
think it necessary to take up more time.
I trust that the Government will at
once table their new Electoral Bili, so
that we may cavefully study it, and 1
trust also that one of the first measures
introduced will be a Bill for {he econ-
struetion of the Fremanile Dock.

ADJOURXNMENXT.

The House adjourned ar {hree minutes
to 14 n'clock, until the nexi Tuesday.

Legislative Councl,
Tuesday, 23rd July, 1507.
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The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at
4.30 o’clock p.m.

Prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY, PRESEN.
TATION.

Mr PRESIDENT : 1In aceordance

with the resolution of July 11th, I pre-
sented the Address-in-Reply to His BEx-
cellency the Governor, and have received
this reply :—

“T thank you for your Address-in-
Reply to the Speech with which T
opened Parliament, and for your ex-
pression of loyalty to His Most
Gracious Majesty the King.

F. G. D. BEDFORD, Governor.”



